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Juvenile female King Eider at Andrew Haydon Park in Ottawa, 
November 13, 2013. Photo by Jacques Bouvier. 
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INTRODUCTION 

In 1977, a series of articles in Trail & Landscape described a strategy to see 200 bird 
species within the OFNC study area (which is the circle of a 50-kilometer radius centered 
on the Peace Tower, also called the 50K) in a single year. This is the last of a series of 
four articles giving an update/rewrite of that series, and it will describe the key birds and 
activities for October-December. 

By October, active birders will have seen 95% of their tally for the year. The vast majority 
of SONGBIRDS have left for the season. The main focus of the last few months of the 
year is on activity on the water.  

While it is too late to start a “big year” this year, there are still plenty of birds around, at 
least in early October, with a lot of potential for rarities, and the new birding year is only 
months away. If you wanted, you could probably still observe 150 species between now 
and the end of the year.  

All the introductory material in the first three articles (T&L Volume 52, Numbers 1, 2 and 3) 
is still relevant to this article, so I will summarize only a few key points: 

1. Chase a rarity as soon as possible. The rarity might stay for weeks, but it is more 
likely to be gone the next day, or even the next hour.  

2. Take full advantage of the very best birding tool available, which is an online 
database of bird sightings called eBird (www.ebird.org).  

3. Take advantage of all the birding information on the OFNC website 
(www.ofnc.ca), such as birding areas and the 1993 OFNC checklist.  

4. Check out any suitable habitat near where you live. Birds are not just found in the 
well-known hotspots.  
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HOW HAS THE YEAR 2018 PROGRESSED SO FAR? 

How has the birding year progressed in 2018, as of “press time” in late July? The tally  
of species seen in 2018 in the 50K now stands at about 250, with some individual birders 
having seen more than 220 species so far. Of all the birds on the target lists, 108 have  
been seen so far, with another 11 likely to be seen in the fall.  

Spring was not exceptional for SONGBIRDS, with no real “fallouts”, but SHOREBIRDS 
put in a strong showing in the spring, partly because of some really good habitat in the 
east. Then in late July, water levels on the Ottawa River were low, and fall shorebirding 
got off to a great start. Since late April, there were four species seen which were rarer  
than those on the target list. An EARED GREBE was the first Ottawa county record. 
SABINE’S GULL was an exceptional spring sighting at Britannia Point. The other rarities 
were an AMERICAN WHITE PELICAN and a RED KNOT. There was also a first record 
for the 50K, a WHITE-WINGED DOVE in the Urbandale area of Ottawa. 
 

 

KEY ACTIVITIES DURING THIS PERIOD 

1. Visit the Ottawa River regularly until freeze-up, but mostly until mid-November, 
particularly in times of inclement weather.  

2. Visit remaining shorebird habitat as long as it lasts. 
3. Visit the migrant traps to catch the last SONGBIRDS. 
4. Check the area around Trail Road for GULLS. 
5. Starting around mid-November particularly, revisit most of the key activities 

described in Part 1, to catch up on any winter birds that you missed. 
5. Participate in some local Christmas Bird Counts.  

 
  Brant, Andrew Haydon Park, Ottawa, November 8, 2013. Photo by Jacques Bouvier. 
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IMPORTANT TARGET BIRDS 

The introduction to this section is the same as in Part 3, so it is recommended that you re-
read that section. As stated there, the list that follows includes the important birds to target 
during this period. They almost always occur in our area every year during this time, but 
are harder to find/easier to miss, so you should focus your efforts on finding these birds, 
and in the process you will see the more common ones. Even in this list, some are more 
difficult to find than others, so a * identifies that species as more difficult to find. 
 

1. RED-THROATED LOON 
2. BRANT 
3. *EURASIAN WIGEON 
4. *CANVASBACK 
5. BLACK SCOTER 
6. SURF SCOTER 

 

7. WHITE-WINGED SCOTER 
8. LONG-TAILED DUCK 
9. RED-BREASTED MERGANSER 
10. AMERICAN COOT 
11. *HUDSONIAN GODWIT 
12. *PURPLE SANDPIPER 
13. LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULL 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CATCHING UP ON PREVIOUS MISSES 

This is a list of the target birds mentioned in articles 1-3 that you can still find in October 
to December. As in the previous list, a * identifies that species as more difficult to find 
than the others.  

Refer to the 1993 OFNC checklist for details on suitable habitat for each species.  

1. All the target birds mentioned in 
Part 1 plus: 

2. *SHORT-BILLED 
DOWITCHER 

3. *LONG-BILLED DOWITCHER 
4. BLACK-BELLIED PLOVER 
5. AMERICAN GOLDEN 

PLOVER 

6. *ORANGE-CROWNED WARBLER 
7. LINCOLN’S SPARROW 
8. FOX SPARROW 
9. *GRAY-CHEEKED THRUSH 
10. *NELSON’S SPARROW 
11. RUSTY BLACKBIRD 

 
  Photo: American Golden-Plovers in Casselman, October 21, 2010, by Jacques Bouvier. 
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ENJOYING THE FALL 
SONGBIRDS  

While the vast majority of 
SONGBIRD species are  
gone by early October, some 
SPARROWS are an 
exception, as they take 
advantage of the abundant 
seed crop in the fall. If you 
missed LINCOLN’S or FOX 
SPARROW in the spring, 
look for them in the migrant 
traps in the first few weeks of 
October. As mentioned in  
Part 3, NELSON’S SPARROW 
is still around in the phragmites 
from Andrew Haydon Park to 
Constance Bay for a few 
weeks in October.  

A surprising number of WARBLERS can linger into the first week of October, but the one 
most likely to have been missed until now that you can still find is ORANGE-CROWNED 
WARBLER, which is still around for the first two weeks of October. Migrant traps are the 
best bet.  
 
LATE SHOREBIRDS 

While many SHOREBIRDS have left by late-September, there is often still a good 
diversity in early October, and DUNLIN and WHITE-RUMPED SANDPIPER are at  
their peak. Of the other species you may have missed, BLACK-BELLIED PLOVER, 
AMERICAN GOLDEN-PLOVER, HUDSONIAN GODWIT, and LONG-BILLED 

Golden-crowned Kinglet in Larose forest,  
November 8, 2011. Photo by Jacques Bouvier. 

A first winter Dunlin in Ottawa, November 8, 2013. Photo by Jacques Bouvier. 
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DOWITCHER are still around for a few weeks. One special SHOREBIRD to find is 
PURPLE SANDPIPER, our very latest, which does not peak in population (and this is not 
much of a peak) until early November. It tends to prefer rocky shoreline, Britannia Pier to 
Shirley’s Bay being the best area, but its main claim to fame is that it tends not to be seen 
unless the weather is really bad, sometimes with snow and ice. As discussed earlier, 
SHOREBIRD habitat can be difficult to find sometimes, so refer to the previous articles. 
In good years, the Ottawa River shore between Ottawa Beach and Shirley’s Bay is the 
best, and the Carp River flood plain is developing into a good alternative.  
 
OWLS 

Any of the OWLS you missed until now you can potentially see during this period. 
Starting about early October, OWLS start migrating, and as mentioned in Part 1, this is the 
time to stumble upon them outside of their nesting grounds, either with or without the help 
of SONGBIRDS/CROWS. At this time of the year there also may be a bit of vocalization. 
The “northern” OWLS also return and may take up residency for the winter. They would 
be settled in by mid-December, if they are staying.  

 
THE DUCKS ARE BACK 

WATERBIRD population grows steadily throughout October, and declines slowly 
through November. The best areas are on the Ottawa River from the Champlain Bridge to 
Constance Bay, and also from about Masson to Plaisance. Both areas can host thousands 
of birds at the peak. The two areas tend to have different mixes, although there is more 
variety in the west. While 95% or more of the birds are gone by late November no matter 
what the weather is like, the freeze-up drastically reduces the available habitat, and birding 
then is rapidly restricted to the few unfrozen stretches of water on the rivers. Inland ponds 
freeze even more rapidly, sometimes overnight.   

Hooded Merganser with stickleback in Ottawa, November 8, 2013.  
Photo by Jacques Bouvier. 
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Land access to the best areas can be problematic. From Champlain Bridge to Shirley’s 
bay, there are a number of fairly convenient places to drive to, then it is a short distance to 
the river. The main concentration in the west, however, is west of the Shirley’s Bay 
Causeway, which has restricted access and also is a bit of a walk to view the inner bay, 
which is the best. In the east, from Quebec, the best place is a sheltered bay at Parc 
national de Plaisance (Baie Noire), but unfortunately the best views require a 1.5-km 
walk-in. The walk can provide excellent birding, but the reward is at the end where there 
is a high probability of seeing EURASIAN WIGEON in late September to mid-October, 
amongst hundreds of AMERICAN WIGEON. These areas in the east are not heavily 
birded due to the difficulty of access, so there are probably many undiscovered treasures 
which pass through every year. Parts of this area east of Baie Noire are also outside of the 
50K, which is probably another reason they are not often birded.  
 
LOOKING FOR GULLS 

The key target bird in this group used to be THAYER’S GULL, but this has now been 
demoted to a subspecies of ICELAND GULL. The population of most GULLS peaks in 
late November, and none of the regular ones are particularly rare, the hardest being 
LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULL. The place to find them is near the Trail Road landfill 
or spots on the Ottawa River. They like to roost on water or on the edge of ice as the 
ponds and river ice up.  
 
FALL RARITIES 

Although SONGBIRD migration is mostly finished by early October, many other species 
of birds have peak migration anywhere from early October to late November. This is the 
time when many rarities show up. While no particular rarity can be expected, it is certain 
that a few will show up every fall, and in 2017 there were six, although this may have 
been an exceptional year.  

  

American Coot at the Russell Sewage Lagoons, October 3, 2014. 
Photo by Jacques Bouvier. 
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Rarities in the fall show up for different 
reasons. One reason is that there are 
many young birds and some of them 
have migration problems.  
In the case of some SONGBIRDS,  
the young may migrate in the wrong 
direction: north and east rather than 
south and west. In other cases, strong 
weather systems such as hurricanes 
literally blow the birds off course.  
This may have been the case with the 
RAZORBILL and GANNET in 2017. 
In the case of SONGBIRDS, off-course 
or injured birds would have better luck 
surviving in warmer microclimates like 
Britannia (BLACK-THROATED 
GRAY WARBLER in 2017) or at  
a feeder. (In 2015 there was a  
SUMMER TANAGER at a feeder in 
New Edinburgh, and a BULLOCK’S 
ORIOLE in Pakenham feeding on 
apples). If these birds are in a popular 
area they are more likely to be 
observed. SONGBIRDS at feeders or 
in microclimates become trapped and 
unfortunately are not likely to survive 
our harsh winters. In the case of 
WATERBIRDS, the Ottawa River is  
the major corridor, and with all the 
observers, there is a good chance that 
any rare bird will be seen. The three 
other rarities that were around in the 
fall of 2017 were CAVE SWALLOW, 
ANNA’S HUMMINGBIRD and 
YELLOW-HEADED BLACKBIRD.  
 
RETURN OF WINTER AND  
THE WINTER BIRDS 

You just never know when winter will 
settle into Ottawa. We might get a 
green Christmas like in 2015, or snow 
and cold may be well-established by 
late November like in 2016. Generally 
by the end of November, many of the 
activities described in Part 1 can be 

Female Anna’s Hummingbird in Carleton Place, 
November 16, 2017, by Jacques Bouvier. 

Red-bellied Woodpecker in Masson,  
November 3, 2010. Photo by Jacques Bouvier. 
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done until the end of the year. One exception is that there is very little flooding in the east 
in the fall so while there are large flocks, they can be in many fields rather than one mini-
lake. The mix of winter birds is different each winter, so birds missed the previous winter 
may well be common. In particular, the WINTER FINCHES return (it is hoped), so if  
you missed many the previous winter (as many did), you have another chance. Populations 
build up especially through December, so you could truly get your last bird on the  
31st of December.  
 

THE CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNTS  

Between December 15 and January 5, there are numerous Christmas Bird Counts in the 
region, the first being Ottawa-Gatineau. This can be an enjoyable social activity, and you 
get a chance to participate in “citizen science”.  Aside from this, due to the significant 
scouting beforehand, intense activity during the count, and active efforts to encourage 
feeder owners to report their sightings, there is a good chance that some rarities will be 
discovered in this period. Be especially alert during this period and be prepared to chase 
the rarities. Even better, participate in one of the counts, and check out any potential areas 
for lingering birds, such as unfrozen areas of water like storm water outlets, or any feeders 
in your neighbourhood.  
 

SUMMARY 

I have made two tables which summarize the four articles, and should you choose to 
follow this approach, they will be useful for planning your birding for the year, suggesting 
both where to go and what to look for. These are summaries only, to avoid repetition and 
in order to make the tables more manageable. Please refer to the articles for details on the 
activities, and also the 1993 seasonal checklist, which is a goldmine for details on the 
habitat and week-by-week seasonal status (how common or rare) every bird is.  

 

Female Mountain Bluebird near Richmond, December 11, 2015. 
Photo by Jacques Bouvier. 

This bird, a western bird rare in the east, was the first ever seen in the 50K and 
fortunately, many birders were able to see it. 
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Description of “Birding activities by week” in Table 1: 

1. UNFROZEN PARTS OF RIVERS: Visit the unfrozen parts of the rivers in winter.

2. FEEDERS, FRUIT-BEARING TREES: Visit local or OFNC-sponsored feeders 
and areas that have over-wintering fruit.

3. FORESTS IN THE NORTH: Visit the Eardley Escarpment and the larger tracts of 
forest in the north such as Gatineau Park and Lac La Blanche.

4. FORESTS IN THE SOUTH AND GREENBELT: Visit other large tracts
of forest: Larose Forest (east), near Pakenham (west), the Marlborough Forest
(south) and, closer to town, any of the Greenbelt areas.

5. AGRICULTURAL AREAS: Visit the agricultural areas outside of the city, 
particularly after a fresh manuring.

6. GREENLAND ROAD (and other) HAWK MIGRATION HOTSPOTS: Visit the 
Greenland Road Hawkwatch (best) or almost anywhere in the region when weather 
conditions are suitable.

7. FLOODED AREAS.  Visit the flooded areas in the east in the spring during snow 
melt. Visit other areas (such as the Carp River Flood Plain) when conditions are 
suitable.

8. OTTAWA RIVER: Visit the Ottawa River regularly after it opens until freeze-up, 
most particularly between Britannia and Shirley’s Bay, and between Masson and Parc 
national de Plaisance.

9. SHOREBIRD HABITAT: Visit any suitable SHOREBIRD habitat: flooded fields, 
melting snow dumps (in spring), edges of inland ponds including storm water outlets, 
river edges and mudflats (such as Shirley’s Bay).

10. MIGRANT TRAPS: Visit migrant traps (like Britannia) repeatedly, or at least any 
decent-sized woodland.

11. MARSH AND WETLANDS: Visit extensive marshy/wetland areas, such as 
Constance Creek.

12. GRASSLANDS, FIELDS AND OPEN AREAS: Visit extensive areas of grassland 
such as Burnt Lands Provincial Park, fields and other open areas.

13. SPECIAL HABITATS: Visit certain special areas: Carp Ridge, Constance Creek, 
Torbolton Forest, and Mer Bleue (for nesting species).

14. INLAND PONDS: Visit inland ponds such as on Moodie Drive and Giroux Road.

15. BRITANNIA POINT: Visit Britannia Point when insects emerge from the river.

16. NELSON’S SPARROW HABITAT: Look for NELSON’S SPARROW in the 
phragmites on the Ottawa River from about Ottawa Beach to Constance Bay.

17. GULL HABITAT: This includes dumps, ploughed fields, and the Ottawa River. In 
the region, the only useful dump is Trail Road – the landfill in particular, and the 
surrounding ponds.

18. CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNTS: Participate in some local Christmas Bird Counts.

19. OWL HABITAT: Habitat and best times vary by species and no specific locations 
can be given. 
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Table 2: LIST OF ALL TARGET SPECIES, BY HABITAT AND SEASON 

The following is a list of all the target species identified in the four articles, with their 
usual habitat and the usual time that you can expect to see them, which makes this a four-
season table. It is a simplified list based on information presented in the 1993 seasonal 
checklist, and does not include all the nuances of habitat or a more precise listing of the 
ideal times. It is just intended as a rough guide for planning purposes. Refer to that 
checklist for a lot more detail. In case you are wondering, the habitats listed here do not 
have a one-to-one correspondence with my list of 19 activities, which are to some extent 
geographical places to go to, and these places may have multiple habitats.  

There have been some minor changes from the first three articles, as I reconsidered what I 
thought were “target species”. Remember that “target species” includes only the relatively 
more difficult-to-find species, which we might define as being rare to uncommon, but that 
are normally seen every year in the 50K. Birds make this list for a number of reasons. 
There may be very few that show up each year, or there may be birds that are present in 
larger numbers but have a rather restricted habitat, are difficult to see or hear, or have a 
more restricted migration window. It excludes all the very rare species, which we define 
as species not found most years. Of course these are very desirable to find but we cannot 
predict where or when they will be found so we cannot specifically look for them. It also 
excludes all the fairly common to abundant species, birds which are found in large 
numbers or in many locations over a considerable period of time. In simple terms, in the 
process of trying to find the “target species”, you are almost certain to find the others. 

TABLE 2 Main habitat of species 
Best time to find 

(Legend page 247) 

Target species 
See 1993 seasonal checklist 
for details 

WI SP SU FA 

*SWAN, TUNDRA Flooded fields A B 

*SWAN, TRUMPETER
Carleton Place (late winter), 
wetlands A B 

*GOOSE, GREATER
WHITE-FRONTED Flooded fields A B 
GOOSE, CACKLING Flooded fields A B 
GOOSE, SNOW Flooded fields A B 
*GOOSE, ROSS’S Flooded fields A B 
BRANT Ottawa River B A 

*WIGEON, EURASIAN
Ottawa River, puddle duck 
habitat B A 

*CANVASBACK Ottawa River B A 
REDHEAD Ottawa River A B A 
*DUCK, HARLEQUIN Ottawa River, Rideau River A B A 
DUCK, LONG-TAILED Ottawa River B A 
SCOTER, BLACK Ottawa River  A 
SCOTER, SURF Ottawa River  A 
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TABLE 2 - Continued Main habitat of species 
Best time to find 

(Legend page 247) 

Target species 
See 1993 seasonal checklist 
for details 

WI SP SU FA 

SCOTER, WHITE-WINGED Ottawa River B A 
GOLDENEYE, BARROW’S Ottawa River, Rideau River A B A 

MERGANSER,  
RED-BREASTED Ottawa River B A 
DUCK, RUDDY Inland ponds, Ottawa River A A A 
*PARTRIDGE, GRAY Grasslands, open areas A A B B 
GROUSE, RUFFED Forests in general B A B B 
LOON, RED-THROATED Ottawa River A 
GREBE, HORNED Ottawa River B A 
GREBE, RED-NECKED Ottawa River B A 
BITTERN, AMERICAN Marsh and wetlands A A B 
*BITTERN, LEAST Marsh and wetlands A A B 

*GOSHAWK, NORTHERN
Hawk migration, forests in 
general B A B A 

HAWK,  
RED-SHOULDERED 

Hawk migration, forests in 
general A A B 

HAWK, BROAD-WINGED 
Hawk migration, forests in 
general A A B 

HAWK, ROUGH-LEGGED 
Hawk migration, grassland 
and open areas A A A 

*EAGLE, GOLDEN
Hawk migration, Eardley 
Escarpment A A A 

RAIL, VIRGINIA Marsh and wetlands A A B 
SORA Marsh and wetlands A A B 
MOORHEN, COMMON Marsh and wetlands A A B 

COOT, AMERICAN 
Ottawa River, marsh and 
wetlands B B A 

CRANE, SANDHILL Mer Bleue, open country B A 
PLOVER,  
BLACK-BELLIED 

Shorebird habitat, flooded 
fields B A 

PLOVER,  
LESSER GOLDEN 

Shorebird habitat, flooded 
fields A 

SANDPIPER, UPLAND Grasslands and open areas A A 

*WHIMBREL
Ottawa River, shorebird 
habitat A B A 

*GODWIT, HUDSONIAN Shorebird habitat B A 
*GODWIT, MARBLED Shorebird habitat A 

*TURNSTONE, RUDDY
Ottawa River, shorebird 
Habitat A A 

SANDPIPER, BAIRD’S Shorebird habitat A 



 

Trail & Landscape 52(4) October-December 2018  245   

TABLE 2 - Continued Main habitat of species 
Best time to find 

(Legend page 247) 

Target species 
See 1993 seasonal checklist 
for details 

WI SP SU FA 

*SANDPIPER, PURPLE Ottawa River    A 
SANDPIPER, STILT Shorebird habitat    A 

DOWITCHER,  
SHORT-BILLED Shorebird habitat  B  A 

DOWITCHER,  
LONG-BILLED Shorebird habitat    A 
WOODCOCK, AMERICAN Open woodlands  A A B 
PHALAROPE, WILSON’S Shorebird habitat  A B A 

PHALAROPE,  
RED-NECKED Shorebird habitat  A  A 
*JAEGER, PARASITIC Ottawa River  B  A 
*GULL, LITTLE Ottawa River  A   
GULL, BONAPARTE’S Gull habitat  A B A 

GULL, LESSER  
BLACK-BACKED Gull habitat  B  A 
TERN, CASPIAN Gull habitat  B B A 
*TERN, ARCTIC Gull habitat  A   

TERN, BLACK 
Marsh and wetlands, Ottawa 
River  A A  

CUCKOO, BLACK-BILLED Open woodlands, brushy areas  A A  
*CUCKOO,  
YELLOW-BILLED Open woodlands, brushy areas A A 
SCREECH-OWL, 
EASTERN Open woodlands A A B A 
OWL, GREAT HORNED Open woodlands A A A A 
OWL, SNOWY Grasslands and open areas A B  A 
*HAWK-OWL, 
NORTHERN Open woodlands A B  A 
OWL, BARRED Forests in general A A A A 
*OWL, GREAT GRAY Open woodlands A B  A 

*OWL, LONG-EARED 
Coniferous woodlands, 
Lowland woodlands B A B A 

*OWL, SHORT-EARED Grasslands and open areas B A B A 
*OWL, BOREAL Coniferous woodlands A A  A 

OWL, NORTHERN  
SAW-WHET Lowland forests B A  A 
NIGHTHAWK, COMMON Open woodlands, Carp Ridge  A A A 
WHIP-POOR-WILL Open woodlands, Carp Ridge  A A A 

WOODPECKER,  
RED-HEADED 

Special habitat: Torbolton 
Forest  A A  
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TABLE 2 - Continued Main habitat of species 
Best time to find 

(Legend page 247) 

Target species 
See 1993 seasonal checklist 
for details 

WI SP SU FA 

*WOODPECKER,
RED-BELLIED Feeding stations A A A 

*WOODPECKER,
BLACK-BACKED

Burnt lands, coniferous 
woodlands A B A 

*GYRFALCON Grasslands, open areas A A A 

*FLYCATCHER,
OLIVE-SIDED Migrant traps A A 

*FLYCATCHER,
YELLOW-BELLIED Migrant traps A A 
FLYCATCHER, WILLOW Wetlands, brushy areas A A B 

SHRIKE, NORTHERN Grasslands, open areas A A A 

VIREO,  
YELLOW-THROATED Migrant traps A B A 
VIREO, PHILADELPHIA Migrant traps A B A 

SWALLOW, NORTHERN 
ROUGH-WINGED Ottawa River, ponds A A A 
SWALLOW, BANK Ottawa River, ponds A A A 
SWALLOW, CLIFF Ottawa River, ponds A A A 
*TITMOUSE, TUFTED Feeding stations A B B 
*WREN, CAROLINA Feeding stations A B B 
*WREN, SEDGE Wetlands A A B 
WREN, MARSH Wetlands A A A 

*GNATCATCHER,
BLUE-GRAY Migrant traps A B B 
BLUEBIRD, EASTERN Grasslands and open areas A A A 
*THRUSH,
GRAY-CHEEKED Migrant traps B A 

*MOCKINGBIRD,
NORTHERN

Brushy areas, fruit-bearing 
trees A A A A 

WAXWING, BOHEMIAN Fruit-bearing trees A A A 

*LONGSPUR, LAPLAND
Agricultural areas outside of 
the city A A A 

*WARBLER,
GOLDEN-WINGED Carp Ridge A A 

*WARBLER,
ORANGE-CROWNED Migrant traps A A 

*WARBLER, CERULEAN
Deciduous forests, Champlain 
Lookout A B 
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TABLE 2 - Continued Main habitat of species 
Best time to find 

(Legend page 247) 

Target species 
See 1993 seasonal checklist 
for details 

WI SP SU FA 

WATERTHRUSH, 
NORTHERN Lowland forests  A A B 

WARBLER, MOURNING 
Lowland forests, open 
woodlands  A A B 

WARBLER, WILSON’S Migrant traps  A  A 
WARBLER, CANADA Wetlands, brushy areas  A A B 
TOWHEE,  
RUFOUS-SIDED Brushy areas, Carp Ridge  A A B 

SPARROW, CLAY-
COLOURED Brushy areas   A A B 
SPARROW, VESPER Grassland and open areas  A A  
SPARROW, 
GRASSHOPPER Grassland and open areas  A A  

*SPARROW, NELSON’S 
Special habitat: Ottawa River 
phragmites    A 

SPARROW, FOX Migrant traps  A  A 
SPARROW, LINCOLN’S Migrant traps, Mer Bleue  A A A 
BLACKBIRD, RUSTY Lowland forests  A  A 

GROSBEAK, PINE 
Coniferous woodlands, 
feeding stations A B  B 

CROSSBILL, RED Coniferous woodlands A B  B 

CROSSBILL,  
WHITE-WINGED Coniferous woodlands A B B 

REDPOLL, COMMON 
Coniferous woodlands, 
feeding stations A B  B 

REDPOLL, HOARY 
Coniferous woodlands, 
feeding stations A B  B 

SISKIN, PINE 
Coniferous woodlands, 
feeding stations A B  B 

GROSBEAK, EVENING 
Coniferous woodlands, 
feeding stations A B  B 

 

Legend to Table 2 

*more difficult to find than the others  
WI: Winter, late November to early 
march 

A: best time  
SP: Spring Migration, mid-March to 
early June 

B: harder to find/identify but possible  
SU: Summer nesting, mid-June to early 
August 

No entry: never or rarely occurs  
FA: fall migration, mid-August to mid-
November 
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CLOSING REMARKS 

There can never be the final word on birding in the 50K. Birds, knowledge and the 
landscape change. I hope that birding still will be a thriving hobby 40 years from now in 
the year 2058, and someone will write a new series of articles. Speculation on the birding 
tools that will be available then would be fascinating and probably not meaningful, but we 
can at least think about the changes to bird populations. Even as we speak, some species 
are expanding and others are declining. As an example in just this year, there have been a 
number of sightings of TRUMPETER SWAN away from their usual spots, so it may not 
be long before they are regular nesters in multiple locations all over the region. GOLDEN-
WINGED WARBLER may eventually stop nesting in the region, and BLUE-WINGED 
WARBLER may become more regular. What constitutes a “target species” is always a 
matter of opinion, but 40 years from now this list will certainly be different.  

As always, good birding! 

From the Editor: I would really like to thank and 
congratulate Gregory Zbitnew for writing this four-
part series for Trail & Landscape. It’s the core of 
Volume 52, and it means so much for T&L and for  
the OFNC.  

It all started in October 2017, when OFNC member 
Brian Daly wrote to Bernie Ladouceur and me to say 
that members might enjoy seeing a reprint or rewrite of 
the 1977 series, “How to See 200 Species of Birds  
in the Ottawa Area this Year.” Bernie immediately 
challenged Gregory: “How about 250?” 

So I scanned and sent them the five articles from 1977 
(T&L was published five times a year in those days), 
and we decided to follow the same format: for every 
issue of 2018, Gregory would describe the best 
locations to find target species, covering the same 
period of time as the issue in which each article 
appeared. The result is an excellent, contemporary 
tool, and the tables at the end of the fourth article are 
an absolute bonus. 

Then there are the pictures! It was quite a treat to work 
with Jacques’s photos and I must thank him as well. 
They added so much to the articles, and they allowed me 
to give the 2018 volume of T&L four beautiful covers. 

I hope the series will help you achieve your birding 
goals. If you take up Gregory’s challenge to find  
250 species in a year, I’m sure OFNC members  
would love to read about it in T&L!  

Annie 
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