
Ottawa-Gatineau Christmas Bird Count 2019 
 
This year’s count was held Sunday, December 15. The day featured 30 kph winds (with gusts to 50 kph) and gradually dropping temperatures 
throughout the day. A total of 61 species were found by 139 field observers 26 feeder watchers. The species total was the third lowest in the last 30 
years. 
 
There were no real highlights, with one spectacular exception: a Norther Fulmar that appeared mid-afternoon over and on the Ottawa River, below the 
Deschênes Rapids. The bird remained until dark but was not relocated the next day. 
 
Other interesting sightings included three species of mimids, including 2 Northern Mockingbirds (rare residents here), Gray Catbird (5th record), and 
Brown Thrasher (8th record). 
 
American Crow was the most common bird on the count (14,000), and record highs were set for Wild Turkey (184) and Common Raven (140). 
 
There were 163 Cedar Waxwing but no Bohemian Waxwings. Winter Finches (aside from the ever-present HOFIs and AMGOs) were almost 
completely absent with only one Purple Finch and two Evening Grosbeaks reported. 
 
Woodpecker and White-breasted Nuthatch numbers continue to drop form their record highs set a few years ago, as the Emerald Ash Borer invasion 
seems to have run its course. 
 
Thanks to my co-compiler, Daniel Toussaint, of the Club des ornithologues de l’Outaouais; the sector leaders, and all of the volunteers. 
 
Bernie Ladouceur 

 
 

Espèce 
Species 

Hull Aylmer Gatineau Britannia Ottawa Gloucester Total 

Canada Goose/ 
Bernache du Canada 0 1,508 0 1,947 767 371 3,085* 

Wood Duck/ 
Canard branchu 0 0 0 0 2 0 2 

Mallard/ 
Canard colvert 47 171 108 840 1,227 245 2,488* 

American Black Duck/ 
Canard noir 8 13 0 19 25 7 72 



American Black Duck X 
Mallard/ Canard noir X colvert 0 [1] 0 0 [3] [1] [5] 

Green-winged Teal/ 
Sarcelle d'hiver 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 

Bufflehead/ 
Petit Garrot 2 0 0 0 4 0 4* 

Common Goldeneye/ 
Garrot à œil d'or 175 83 8 34 114 86 322* 

Barrow's Goldeneye/ 
Garrot d'Islande 0 1 0 0 0 2 2* 

Hooded Merganser/ 
Harle couronné 0 0 1 0 1 4 6 

Common Merganser/ 
Grand Harle 9 11 0 2 20 13 35* 

Red-breasted Merganser/ 
Harle huppé 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 

Ruffed Grouse/ 
Gélinotte huppée 1 0 2 0 0 0 3 

Wild Turkey/ 
Dindon sauvage 21 9 108 0 31 15 184 

Rock Pigeon/ 
Pigeon biset 63 88 75 143 483 370 1,222 

Mourning Dove/ 
Tourterelle triste 9 11 75 7 29 17 148 

Ring-billed Gull/ 
Goéland à bec cerclé 0 1 5 1 50 1 58 

Herring Gull/ 
Goéland argenté 10 48 0 72 39 12 123* 

Iceland Gull/ 
Goéland arctique 0 0 0 2 1 0 3 



Glaucous Gull/ 
Goéland bourgmestre 1 0 0 1 0 0 2 

Great Black-backed Gull/ 
Goéland marin 1 2 0 7 69 10 73* 

Northern Fulmar/ 
Fulmar boréal 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Sharp-shinned Hawk/ 
Épervier brun 1 0 1 2 2 1 7 

Cooper's Hawk/ 
Épervier de Cooper 1 2 1 1 1 4 10 

Accipiter  
(species/espèce) 0 0 [1] 0 0 0 [1] 

Bald Eagle/ 
Pygargue à tête blanche 1 3 1 1 3 1 6* 

Red-tailed Hawk/ 
Buse à queue rousse 0 3 0 3 4 3 13 

Eastern Screech Owl/ 
Petit-duc maculé 0 0 0 1 1 0 2 

Great Horned Owl/ 
Grand-duc d'Amérique 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 

Snowy Owl/ 
Harfang des neiges 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 

Downy Woodpecker/ 
Pic mineur 24 30 27 36 25 20 162 

Hairy Woodpecker/ 
Pic chevelu 17 10 14 13 20 12 86 

Northern Flicker/ 
Pic flamboyant 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 

Pileated Woodpecker/ 
Grand Pic 5 0 5 1 6 3 20 



Merlin/ 
Faucon émerillon 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 

Peregrine Falcon/ 
Faucon pèlerin 0 0 0 1 1 0 2 

Northern Shrike/ 
Pie-grièche boréale 0 2 0 0 0 1 3 

Blue Jay/ 
Geai bleu 56 16 35 12 14 8 141 

American Crow/ 
Corneille d'Amérique 273 150 103 3,680 10,143 10,000 14,000* 

Common Raven/ 
Grand Corbeau 20 28 43 15 20 14 140 

Black-capped Chickadee/ 
Mésange à tête noire 421 299 210 241 391 368 1,930 

Sittelle à poitrine rousse/ 
Red-breasted Nuthatch 4 0 4 5 3 1 17 

White-breasted Nuthatch/ 
Sittelle à poitrine blanche 43 29 34 33 44 47 230 

Brown Creeper/ 
Grimpereau brun 4 3 1 7 7 6 28 

Golden-crowned Kinglet/ 
Roitelet à couronne dorée 3 0 0 0 2 4 9 

American Robin/ 
Merle d'Amérique 10 2 0 28 35 10 85 

Gray Catbird/ 
Moqueur chat 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 

Brown Thrasher/ 
Moqueur roux 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 

Northern Mockingbird/ 
Moqueur polyglotte 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 



European Starling/ 
Étourneau sansonnet 145 149 71 288 362 256 1,271 

Cedar Waxwing/ 
Jaseur d'Amérique 21 0 21 109 58 0 209 

House Sparrow/ 
Moineau domestique 83 20 56 165 195 69 588 

Evening Grosbeak/ 
Gros-bec errant 0 2 0 0 0 0 2 

House Finch/ 
Roselin familier 39 20 12 59 45 23 198 

Purple Finch/ 
Roselin pourpré 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 

American Goldfinch/ 
Chardonneret jaune 232 164 85 204 100 93 878 

Snow Bunting/ 
Plectrophane des neiges 0 2 0 0 25 12 39 

American Tree Sparrow/ 
Bruant hudsonien 10 3 4 8 22 75 122 

Dark-eyed Junco/ 
Junco ardoisé 56 49 63 62 40 33 303 

White-throated Sparrow/ 
Bruant à gorge blanche 9 4 0 2 1 6 22 

Song Sparrow/ 
Bruant chanteur 2 1 1 1 4 1 10 

Red-winged Blackbird/ 
Carouge à épaulettes 0 0 0 0 2 0 2 

Northern Cardinal/ 
Cardinal rouge 140 79 39 132 100 102 592 

        



Individus/ 
Individuals 1,968 3,018 1,218 8,188 14,542 12,329 28,977* 

Espèces/ 
Species 38 37 34 42 46 42 61 

        

Observateurs/ 
Field observers 26 22 13 24 32 23 139* 

Parties 13 12 8 11 21 10 75 

Observateurs aux 
mangeoires/ 
Feeder watchers 4 1 9 7 3 2 26 

        

 
*Adjusted for overlap 
[#] not included in the total species count 
Green indicates first record for the count 
Red indicates a record high 
Orange indicates ties a record high 


