
Report on the OFNC Seedathon of August 30, 2020 

The OFNC Seedathon took place on August 30, 2020. There were 15 participants who submitted 39 

checklists.  The first was submitted from a residential area in the east end at 5.25 am, listening for night 

migrants, while the last was doing the same from a residential area in Britannia just before midnight. 

The tally of species was only 121 this year, perhaps reflecting the limited coverage area (for example no 

lists were submitted from Quebec this year) and the generally poor supply of SHOREBIRDS everywhere. 

Britannia was thoroughly covered by multiple parties, with one very enthusiastic person spending over 4 

hours there.  Fortunately, it was a very good day for PASSERINES there and elsewhere, with 20 species 

of WARBLER by that one person alone and 22 for the entire count.  Other usual and prospective 

hotspots were covered, including Shirley’s Bay, the Moodie Drive Ponds, Andrew Haydon Park, Petrie 

Island and Richmond conservation area.  However, DUCK supply was limited despite the adequate 

habitat. Only 6 species of SHOREBIRD were noted, but an unidentified PHALAROPE at Britannia was a 

very interesting sighting on a very quiet day. 

The high water levels limited roosting spots for GULLS at Deschênes, meaning only 100s not 1000s of 

mostly RING-BILLED GULLS.  HAWK variety was low too.  

FLYCATCHERS were in reasonable supply with 7 species including 5 YELLOW-BELLIED FLYCATCHERS. 

SWALLOWS were around in modest numbers except for a large concentration at Embrun. THRUSH 

species included 3 early GREY-CHEEKED THRUSHES heard migrating at night.  SPARROW VARIETY was 

low, as none of the SPARROW hotspots were checked.  As mentioned, in general PASSERINES were in 

good supply, with a particularly good showing of 47 RED-EYED VIREOS.  There were a few more common 

species that were missed, like HOUSE WREN.  Finally, EASTERN SCREECH OWL and BARRED OWL were 

the two OWLS of the day.  

While not exceptional as far as Seedathons go, it was at least a very pleasant day to be out birding.  

Many thanks to all the participants.  

Here is a complete list of species and numbers seen: 

 

SPECIES  
# 
SEEN 

Canada Goose 213 

Wood Duck 110 

Blue-winged Teal 7 

Mallard 245 

American Black Duck 3 

Green-winged Teal 19 

Hooded Merganser 5 

Common Merganser 4 



Wild Turkey 17 

Pied-billed Grebe 4 

Rock Pigeon (Feral Pigeon) 35 

Mourning Dove 17 

Common Nighthawk 6 

Chimney Swift 3 

Ruby-throated Hummingbird 9 

Virginia Rail 2 

Sora 1 

Common Gallinule 2 

Sandhill Crane 1 

Killdeer 16 

Least Sandpiper 20 

Wilson's Snipe 1 

Red-necked/Red Phalarope 1 

Spotted Sandpiper 20 

Lesser Yellowlegs 19 

Ring-billed Gull 224 

Herring Gull 22 

Lesser Black-backed Gull 3 

Great Black-backed Gull 5 

Larus sp. 100 

Caspian Tern 5 

Double-crested Cormorant 59 

Great Blue Heron 19 

Great Egret 20 

Green Heron 3 

Black-crowned Night-Heron 12 

Turkey Vulture 30 

Osprey 8 

Cooper's Hawk 4 

Bald Eagle 7 

Broad-winged Hawk 1 

Red-tailed Hawk 1 



Eastern Screech-Owl 1 

Barred Owl 1 

Belted Kingfisher 4 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 2 

Downy Woodpecker 17 

Hairy Woodpecker 11 

Pileated Woodpecker 1 

Northern Flicker 11 

American Kestrel 3 

Merlin 3 

Peregrine Falcon 3 

Eastern Wood-Pewee 13 

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher 5 

Alder Flycatcher 1 

Willow Flycatcher 1 
Alder/Willow Flycatcher (Traill's 
Flycatcher) 1 

Least Flycatcher 5 

Empidonax sp. 1 

Eastern Phoebe 18 

Great Crested Flycatcher 9 

Blue-headed Vireo 1 

Philadelphia Vireo 3 

Warbling Vireo 8 

Red-eyed Vireo 47 

Blue Jay 31 

American Crow 39 

Common Raven 17 

Black-capped Chickadee 153 

Northern Rough-winged Swallow 3 

Tree Swallow 524 

Bank Swallow 21 

Barn Swallow 8 

Cliff Swallow 1 



swallow sp. 25 

Red-breasted Nuthatch 26 

White-breasted Nuthatch 31 

Brown Creeper 2 

Marsh Wren 1 

European Starling 42 

Gray Catbird 18 

Veery 8 

Gray-cheeked Thrush 3 

Swainson's Thrush 61 

Hermit Thrush 1 

American Robin 36 

Cedar Waxwing 94 

House Sparrow 11 

House Finch 23 

Purple Finch 1 

American Goldfinch 85 

Chipping Sparrow 18 

White-throated Sparrow 9 

Song Sparrow 47 

Swamp Sparrow 5 

sparrow sp. 2 

Bobolink 2 

Baltimore Oriole 2 

Red-winged Blackbird 68 

Common Grackle 137 

Ovenbird 5 

Black-and-white Warbler 15 

Tennessee Warbler 9 

Nashville Warbler 24 

Mourning Warbler 1 

Common Yellowthroat 19 

American Redstart 28 

Cape May Warbler 22 



Northern Parula 19 

Magnolia Warbler 39 

Bay-breasted Warbler 20 

Blackburnian Warbler 7 

Yellow Warbler 3 

Chestnut-sided Warbler 19 

Blackpoll Warbler 1 

Black-throated Blue Warbler 4 

Palm Warbler 1 

Pine Warbler 2 

Yellow-rumped Warbler 12 

Black-throated Green Warbler 14 

Canada Warbler 3 

Wilson's Warbler 4 

warbler sp. (Parulidae sp.) 2 

Scarlet Tanager 10 

Northern Cardinal 34 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak 19 
 


