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Welcome New Members 
/ Henry Steger 

 

   Ottawa Area 

Marlyss Anderson & Family Sean McDowell & Family 
Renée Campeau Abigail Menendez 
Kendra L. Cann William Mountan & Family 
Megha Dash Kathy Patrick & Family 
Nicholas Davies & Family Gerard Phillips 
Debbie Ferrigan & Family Eva T. Pollmaecher 
Solange Fortin Tim Prendergast & Family 
Ellen Jakubowski Christine & Brian Puttock 
Denise Hall/Doug Parsons Mesha Sagram 
Janet Holden Jamie Spence 
Elizabeth Loree & Family Allison Thompson  
Angela Lougheed & Family Vera Wolfesberger 
Catherine MacQuarrie & Family Guoqiang Xue & Family 
  
  

Gatineau Area Ontario 

Madeleine Betts Lana Doss 
Douglas MacNearney & Family John Hewer & Family 
Marianne Racine  
  
  

New Brunswick United States 

Sara Ellick Lyndee Wolf 
  
  
  
  
  
 Henry Steger 
 Chair, Membership Committee 
 February 2017 
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“Golden Anniversary” Membership 
List 1943-2017 

/ Henry Steger 
 

Henry Steger 
Chair of the Membership Committee 

 
 
 Joined in: 1943 Dr. C. Stuart Houston Saskatoon SK 
  1943 Sheila Thomson Ottawa ON 
  1954 Yvonne & James F. Bendell Clayton ON 
  1956 Dr. Charles D. Bird Erskine AB 
  1956 J.W. Holliday Ottawa ON 
  1957 R.E. Bedford Ottawa ON 
  1958 F.R. & Joyce Cook North Augusta ON 
  1960 Dr. A.J. Erskine Sackville NB 
  1960 V. Bruce Collins Bancroft ON 
  1961 R.W. Nero Winnipeg MB 
  1962 Jo Ann MacKenzie Surrey BC 
  1963 Dr. T. Mosquin Balderson ON 
  1964 Ron Pittaway Toronto ON 
  1965 Dr. R.B. Curtis Manotick ON 
  1965 Dr. Hinrich Harries Sackville NB 
  1966 Dr. I.M. Brodo Ottawa ON 
  1967 Drs. A.H. & J.M. Reddoch Ottawa ON 
  1967 Daniel Brunton Ottawa ON 
  1967 I. Craig/V. Sims Ottawa ON 
  1967 Stephen Darbyshire Ottawa ON 
  1967 Miss. H. Friedericy Ottawa ON 
  1967 Heather Hamilton/David Gill Osgoode ON 
  1967 David J. Hobden & Family Ottawa ON 
  1967 Iola & A.J. Keith-Price Ottawa ON 
  1967 E. Frank Pope Ottawa ON 
 
 

Passed Away in 2016: Dr. E.L. Bousfield (Honorary Member) joined in 1951. 
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President’s Perspective 
/ Diane Lepage 

 

Diane Lepage 

Celebrating Nature! 

Nature has been the constant joy in 
my life since childhood. Nature has 
always been my greatest passion.  
I feel fortunate to have been with 
this club for 37 years and have 
learned much from other naturalists. 
I never envisioned becoming 
President, but here I am - President 
of the oldest natural history club in 
Canada!  

I am delighted to begin my term 
during this year when Canada 
celebrates its 150th anniversary. 
This is a great opportunity to share 
what is important to us as naturalists, with other Canadians. I encourage members  
to come forward with suggestions on how the Club should celebrate the 150th.  

In anticipation of the 150th celebrations, I am happy to say the Club has partnered 
with Gatineau Park to hold the National Capital BioBlitz on June 10-11, 2017.  
I hope that all available taxa experts will offer their time. We want the bioblitz to be 
an opportunity for park visitors and Club members of all ages to learn about birds, 
plants, insects, and wildlife and to develop field skills. We need your involvement. 

As you have probably heard, many youth are disconnected from nature. I would like 
the Club to get more children and teenagers interested in the natural world. If you 
want to be part of the efforts to reach out to children and to increase their interest in 
the natural world, please let me know at dlepagehibou@sympatico.ca 

I would like to thank Fenja Brodo for the many contributions she made as President 
of the Club for the past three years.  

Je vous invite chaleureusement à venir profiter des sorties et activités que le club 
vous offre.  

Diane Lepage  
OFNC President  
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The 138th Annual Business Meeting 
/ Annie Bélair 

Annie Bélair 

 
Despite nasty wet snow and extremely slow traffic, twenty OFNC members made  
it to the 138th Annual Business Meeting (ABM) at the Fletcher Wildlife Garden on 
Tuesday January 10, 2017.  
 
News from the Executive Committee was good! Owing to the large bequest received 
from Violetta Czasak in 2013 (which totaled $1,235,226), the Club’s finances are in 
good health. Ken Young, the Treasurer, presented the financial report to the 
attendees; there were no surprises to report, but he pointed out that the Club’s assets 
will keep going down over the years as the money from the Czasak bequest gets 
spent.  
 
The OFNC has indeed put this large bequest to good use; see the article on page 47.  
Ken then announced that he would be stepping down as treasurer after five years in 
this position. He took a moment to thank Frank Pope, the previous treasurer, for all 
his help during the transition. He also thanked Ann MacKenzie for accepting to be 
the next club treasurer, and the Board of directors and the OFNC members in 
general for their support.  
 
In return, Henry Steger, who was chairing the meeting, thanked Ken for all his hard 
work.  
 
As is done at every ABM, the attendees voted to approve the slate of nominees for 
the OFNC Board of Directors for 2017: 
 
Nominated Officers   Official Duty   

Diane Lepage       President   
Jakob Mueller       1st Vice-President  
Vacant        2nd Vice-President     
Lynn Ovenden      Recording Secretary  
Ann MacKenzie      Treasurer  
 
Nominated Other Members (in alphabetical order):   

Annie Bélair         Fenja Brodo      Owen Clarkin        
Edward Farnworth    Diane Kitching     Dwayne Lepitzki  
Remy Poulin        Gordon Robertson   Jeff Saarela        
Henry Steger         Eleanor Zurbrigg       
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A round of applause followed to congratulate Fenja Brodo on her four years as 
president. She has stepped down and will now be replaced by Diane Lepage.  
Henry also thanked Barry Cottam, who is not returning as a director in 2017, and 
Alex MacDonald, who left the board in September 2016 when he moved to Halifax.  
 
The OFNC committees’ annual reports were also approved at the ABM; see the 
highlights below. 
 
Henry also mentioned the passing of Dr. Edward Bousfield in September 2016;  
Dr. Bousfield had been an honorary member of the OFNC since 1985. 
 
Afterwards, Jeff Saarela, chair of the Publications Committee, and Dan Brunton, 
member of the same committee, reported that as a way to celebrate Canada’s 
150th anniversary, The Canadian Field-Naturalist will publish articles on the life 
and accomplishments of great Canadian naturalists. Stay tuned! 
 
New President Diane Lepage then announced that the OFNC will take part in the 
Canada 150 bioblitz in Gatineau Park in June 2017, and invited everyone  
to participate. See details on page 88.  
 
Next, Annie Bélair, editor of Trail & Landscape, presented small gifts to 
Diane Kitching (volunteer copy editor) and Barry Cottam (volunteer proof-reader)  
to thank them for their help with the production of the magazine.  
 
In closing, Henry thanked everyone for coming to the meeting despite the difficult 
driving conditions, and wished everyone a safe drive home. 
 
The minutes of the meeting, the financial report and the complete committee reports 
will be published in The Canadian Field-Naturalist 131(3). The committee reports 
can also be found on the OFNC website. 
 
 

Highlights from the 2015-2016 
Annual Committee Reports 

/ Annie Bélair 
Annie Bélair 

 
So many things need to happen to ensure the success of our club! Here are some 
highlights from the annual committee reports for the fiscal year running from 
October 2015 to September 2016. They were presented to the Board of Directors, 
and made official by a vote of the attendees at the Annual Business Meeting on 
January 10, 2017. They will be published in The Canadian Field-Naturalist 131(3) 
and are available on the OFNC website. 
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Awards Committee 

 Presented, in April 2016, the 2015 OFNC awards to Robert E. Lee (Honorary 
Member), Lynn Ovenden (Member of the Year), Roy John (George McGee 
Service Award) and Miller Paving Limited (Conservation, Non-member) 

 
Birds Committee 

 Put the Peregrine Falcon Watch on hold until there is a successful nest at the 
downtown site; now informally watching the second nest site at Heron Road 
as it was deemed a safe nesting location without the need for constant 
monitoring 

 Continues to support Safe Wings Ottawa 
 Continues to maintain a number of bird feeders throughout the Ottawa 

region, including a new one at the Natural Heritage Campus of the Canadian 
Museum of Nature in Gatineau 
 

Conservation Committee 
 Submitted letters to specific provincial and federal government departments 

(and encouraged OFNC members to do the same) to push for various 
conservation actions 

 Wrote “how-to” conservation articles for Trail & Landscape and the OFNC 
blog (ofnc.wordpress.com) 

 Continued advocacy and leadership on social media plant identification 
forums 

 
Education and Publicity Committee 

 Modernized the OFNC’s logo and brand; started on new design of website 
 Gave presentations or nature tours to various non-OFNC groups  
 Brought the OFNC displays to several public events around the city  
 Selected and sponsored two high school students to attend Ontario Nature’s 

Youth Summit in September 2016 
 
Events Committee 

 Planned, coordinated or supported 35 outings, 5 workshops, 10 monthly 
meetings, and the Awards Night 

 Organized the Club’s biannual trip to Pelee in May 2016 
 Continued to face the challenge of high non-member attendance on field 

trips; currently discussing potential solutions 
 

Finance Committee 
 Applauded Ken Young’s hard work as executor of the Czasak bequest 
 Recommended to the Board of Directors that the honoraria for the CFN 

Editor, Assistant CFN Editor and T&L Editor be increased 
 Oversaw the preparation of the 2016-2017 budget 
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Fletcher Wildlife Garden (FWG) Committee 
 Acknowledged the work of over 70 regular volunteers (over 5300 hours or 

volunteer time) 
 Presented certificates of appreciation to 7 long-time FWG volunteers 
 Put new flower name signs in the Backyard Garden 
 Arranged for dredging and removal of sediment from the Amphibian Pond 
 Raised close to $5000 with the annual native plant sale 

 
Macoun Club Committee 

 Organized 18 indoor meetings with presentations from committee members, 
Macoun Club members or invited speakers 

 Led 16 field trips either on private properties in Lanark County or in the 
Club’s nature-study area in the National Capital Commission’s greenbelt 
(Stony Swamp) 

 Volunteered to provide field programs on 3 occasions, to both elementary 
school students and a Carleton University environmental-science class  

 Scouted out specific sites of invasive plants and tree pathogens in the nature-
study area, and then conducted a film crew there for the Invasive Species 
Centre 

 Produced the 70th edition of its annual publication, The Little Bear 
 

Membership Committee 
 Reported a total of 827 members in 2016 
 Announced a decrease of 41 members in 2016, the first decrease since 2013 

 
Publications Committee 

 Welcomed Annie Bélair as new editor of Trail & Landscape (T&L), 
Dwayne Lepitzki as new editor of The Canadian Field-Naturalist (CFN) and  
Barry Cottam as new book review editor 

 Published 4 issues of CFN and 4 issues of T&L 
 Established a paywall for online access to CFN: a subscription (personal or 

institutional) is now required for access to the four most recent issues of the 
journal 

 Awarded grants to 8 projects through the OFNC Research Grant program 
 
Treasurer 

 Reported that the expenses rose in 2016, primarily because of projects that 
are now possible because of our positive financial situation 

 Expressed desire to continue using our resources to further conservation and 
natural history education 

 Continued to file reports with Canada Revenue Agency, deposit and write 
cheques on behalf of the OFNC, and prepare financial reports for the Board 
of Directors and committees  
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OFNC Committees for 2017 
/ Lynn Ovenden 

 

Lynn Ovenden 

 
Awards Committee 
Eleanor Zurbrigg  
 (Chair) 
Irwin Brodo 
Julia Cipriani 
Christine Hanrahan 
Karen McLachlan 
Hamilton 
 
Birds 
Chris Traynor (Chair) 
Tony Beck 
Bob Cermak 
Lorraine Elworthy  
Anouk Hoedeman 
Bernie Ladouceur  
Bev McBride 
Mark Patry 
Jenn Spallin  
Nina Stavlund 
 
Bird Records  
Sub-committee 
Michael Tate (Chair) 
Rémy Poulin   
 (Rec. Secretary) 
Bruce Di Labio 
Rod Dubois 
Marcel Gahbauer 
Mark Gawn 
Jon Ruddy 
Jeff Skevington 
Bernie Ladouceur  
 (Alternate) 
Chris Traynor  
 (Alternate) 
 
 

Conservation 
Owen Clarkin (Chair) 
Ken Buchan 
Sandy Garland 
Christine Hanrahan 
Paul Johanis 
Fred Schueler 
David Seburn 
Ian Whyte 
 
Education and 
Publicity 
Gord Robertson  
 (Chair) 
Mark Brenchley 
Fenja Brodo 
Joel Buffam 
Sandra Garland 
Lynn Ovenden 
Lucy Patterson 
 
Events Committee 
Jakob Mueller (Chair) 
Holly Bickerton 
Julia Cipriani 
Owen Clarkin 
Hume Douglas 
Margaret Hart 
 
Finance Committee 
Rémy Poulin (Chair) 
Ann MacKenzie 
 (Treasurer) 
Gillian Marston 
 
 
 

Fletcher Wildlife 
Garden 
Judy Dodds (Friends  
 of the Farm rep)  
Ted Farnworth  
Sandra Garland  
David Hobden  
Elizabeth Moore  
Gord Robertson  
Henry Steger  
Eleanor Zurbrigg  
Note: Rotating chair 
 
Macoun Field Club 
Rob Lee (Chair) 
Annie Bélair 
Barbara Gaertner 
Diane Kitching 
 
Membership 
Henry Steger (Chair)  
John Cooper 
 
Publications 
Jeff Saarela (Chair) 
Annie Bélair  
Dan Brunton  
Carolyn Callaghan 
Paul Catling  
Barry Cottam  
Bill Halliday  
Diane Kitching  
Dwayne Lepitzki  
Amanda Martin  
Karen McLachlan  
 Hamilton  
Frank Pope  
David Seburn
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Big Questions about that 
Big Bequest 

/ Ann MacKenzie 

 
Ann MacKenzie, OFNC Treasurer 

 
Some OFNC members are aware that the Club was the recipient of a very large 
bequest in 2013, but know little beyond that except for passing references. Many 
questions remain unanswered. Whatever happened to it? How much was there? Is it 
all spent? On what? By whom? It is time you got some answers. If you attended the 
Annual Business Meeting in January (see report on page 42), you would have heard 
a presentation. Let’s bring all the information together. 
 
Violetta Czasak, a member of the OFNC, passed away in May 2013 and left her 
estate to the Club. At the time, the Board was not aware of the full extent of the 
bequest. Since no trustee had been named, there was a lot to do to realize this 
generous gift. Ken Young agreed to act as the Executor and ended up with an 
enormous amount of work to do. We have him to thank, along with Violetta Czasak, 
for our improved financial situation today. Funds were released to the Club starting 
in 2013, with the final payment in 2016, for a total of $1.2 million. That is a lot of 
money.  
 
Violetta gave no indication in her will regarding how she wanted the funds to be 
spent. That left it up to the Board to manage the funds prudently. In response, they 
established an Ad Hoc Bequest Committee to give them guidance. The Committee 
recommended that the funds be spread among the several activities of the Club and, 
for the most part, have a long term impact. They proposed a possible breakdown of 
the funds between land acquisition ($400,000), club operations ($250,000), grants to 
others ($250,000) and a speaker’s series ($100,000). The money was not put in a 
separate fund but just added to the general account. There is no “regular money” and 
“Czasak money”. Therefore, looking at how the money has been spent is a matter of 
assessing what projects or activities have been undertaken that would not likely have 
been done in more frugal times. It is a judgement call rather than an accounting 
exercise. 
 
To date the Club has spent or committed about half the funds. Land acquisition has 
been for the Gervais property in Westmeath through the Nature Conservancy of 
Canada as well as a contribution to Ontario Nature’s Lost Bay Nature Reserve. Less 
than $100,000 has gone toward club operations such as the member survey, fixing 
up the FWG centre, digging out the pond and increasing honorariums. Support for 
projects of sister organizations, although not included among the original 
suggestions, has amounted to about $25,000. Another exciting area has been the  
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provision of grants to others. Our program of research grants ($15,000 per year) is 
proving popular and is encouraging projects as well as articles for Trail & 
Landscape. Annual financial support ($5,000) to the Ottawa-Carleton District 
School Board Outdoor Education Centres is just beginning and should help to 
increase access to the natural world by students in financially challenged schools.  
 
Where does that leave us now? It leaves us in pretty good shape. We have about 
$600,000 that can be spent on projects at the discretion of the Board. Got good 
ideas? Bring them forward. Don’t forget that, as usual, we need volunteers to 
implement any projects so be careful of the “people intensity” of suggestions.   
 
Bequests and donations have always played a critical part in maintaining the 
OFNC’s operations. Revising your will? Don’t forget the Ottawa Field-Naturalists’ 
Club, charitable registration no. 11907 1553 RR0001. It can make a real difference 
in the scope and impact of the Club’s projects in the future.  
  

 

Water-filled 
sinkhole on 
Gervais property 
in Westmeath. 
Photo by  
Annie Bélair. 

Because of the 
Czasak bequest, 
the OFNC was 
able to donate 
$200,000 towards 
the purchase and 
conservation of 
this remarkable 
property.  
See article  
“The Ottawa 
River Caves 
Reserve: an 
Important Ottawa 
Valley Landscape 
Receives 
Protection” in 
Trail & Landscape 
49(1):13-16 
(2015). 
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The 2017 OFNC Awards Night 
/ Luke Periard 

 
Luke Periard 

 
 
On February 25, the OFNC Awards Night took place, as in previous years, at 
St. Basil’s Church on Rex Avenue.  
 

Macoun Club members were at the 
event, presenting their displays.  
Niccolò showed off his insect collection 
of about 60 specimens. His poster 
displayed drawings of beetles, bees and 
butterflies. I asked him, if he could find 
any insect in the world to add to his 
collection, what would it be?  
He answered that it would be a 
Papillion lune (Luna Moth, sometimes 
called the American Moon Moth). 
 
Another Macoun Club member, 
Samantha, an avid snake catcher, was 
standing next to her poster describing 

the Smooth Green Snake. She chose the Smooth Green Snake as her poster’s subject 
because she likes the colour green and she likes snakes! What a perfect 
combination! In her hunt to observe wild snakes, she’s found skins shed by snakes 
going through ecdysis and had one skin displayed on the table for us to touch and 
look at. We may have a future ophidiologist in our club! 
 
Christopher from the Macoun Club was next to his poster on bears. The reason he 
had chosen to research bears and present a poster was because they are so “fuzzy”. 
His poster displayed several pictures of bears, and in one section of the poster he 
made sure to point out that the Koala is not a bear! This is very important 
information, because there are many people who do not know this. 
 
Representatives from Safe Wings Ottawa were at Awards Night. They were there to 
inform us about what we personally, and the public, can do to prevent bird 
collisions, such as modifying our windows to make them more visible to flying 
birds. The number of volunteers (drivers, patrollers, rescuers, etc.) is growing. To 
volunteer, you can visit their website at www.safewings.ca where you can fill out a 
form, or contact Susan Philips, the Safe Wings Ottawa volunteer coordinator. 
 
  

Macoun Club member Niccolò shows 
off his insect project. 
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While looking at the displays and posters, I had a great opportunity to mingle and 
chat with other fellow OFNC members. I spoke with Elizabeth Moore, who first 
joined the OFNC because she was interested in natural history and looking for a 
natural history club, and she’s been a member now for 10 years. She said that for 
new members looking for ways to contribute, meet other members, exercise and get 
outdoors, the Fletcher Wildlife Garden (FWG) activities are a good place to start. 
 
I also caught up with another member of the Macoun Club, Hugo. It’s his second 
year as a club member, and what he likes most about being a member is listening to 
the diverse talks on animals such as eels and mammals. He’s looking forward to his 
next club field trip and hopes to see some fish or a bullfrog. 
 
After speaking to Hugo, I had the chance to talk to Gabriel, who is the current 
president of the Macoun Club. He first joined the club because he was introduced to 
it by another OFNC member while they were Swift watching together. It is now his 
4th year as a member and first year as president. Some of his preferred school 
subjects are drama, math and geography, but his favorite subject is nature. He 
pointed out that if you’re 8-18 years of age, interested in nature and interested in 
learning more about it, then the Macoun Club is for you.  
 
I decided to try and speak to 
some more of the adult 
OFNC members and had the 
chance to talk to Gord 
Belyea, who’s been a member 
for 15 years. His interest in 
nature in general is what 
made the OFNC a perfect fit 
for him, and he leads club 
bird walks in areas such as 
Algonquin Park and on the 
military property in Leitrim. 
He monitors Tree Swallows 
in 25 bird boxes and 
participates in the project 
Nest Watch, which is a nest 
finding and monitoring 
program. 
 
Finally, I had the chance to 
talk to Bev McBride, a long-
time member of the OFNC. 
She first heard about the 
OFNC from a former  
  

 
Dr. Brodo congratulates Macoun Club member 
Christopher for his project on bears. 
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boyfriend. She liked attending the club meetings at the Museum of Nature and kept 
going back because she enjoyed learning something new each time. Her first club 
excursions were plant field trips led by Albert Dugal; later on she started 
participating in more bird watching activities. Being an OFNC member is great for 
meeting fellow naturalists; the Club is well run and it has a long history and legacy. 
 
After talking to club members before the formal part of the evening, it’s evident that 
most members were introduced to the club via another member. I found that the 
most common reasons why most members have stayed with the OFNC are because 
members can socialize with people with similar interests, members have a strong 
interest in natural history, they enjoy the outdoors and they appreciate the interesting 
excursions. 
 
At 8:30, it was time for the annual awards ceremony to begin. Rob Alvo was host 
and started by introducing the OFNC’s new President, Diane Lepage. Next, the 
Macoun Club president was introduced and Gabriel gave a very entertaining speech 
describing to us his passion for the Macoun Club. (See page 58.) When the Macoun 
Club members are together on a field trip, cries of “WOW!”, “COOL!” and “Do you 
know what that is, Rob?” can be heard 
throughout the trip. Barbara Gaertner, 
Diane Kitching, Rob Lee and Annie 
Bélair were thanked for making the 
club so much fun. 
 
Next up was Irwin Brodo, who 
reviewed the Macoun Club projects 
and presentations. Each of the Macoun 
presenters was thanked and given a gift 
certificate for use at an outdoors 
specialty store. 
 

Member of the Year 
 
The OFNC’s Member of the Year 
Award is awarded to a member judged 
to have contributed the most of the 
Club in the previous year; it went to 
Gordon Robertson.  
 
Gordon has taken on activities such as fulfilling community group requests for 
nature talks and nature walks. He has delivered workshops at the FWG and nature 
talks to grade 7 students. He has also volunteered to staff the OFNC display at Bug 
Day and at the Canadian Museum of Nature’s Nature Scene Symposium. 
 
  

Gordon Robertson receives the Member 
of the Year Award from OFNC 
President Diane Lepage. 
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The outings he led included a nature walk through the McCarthy Woods for the 
Riverside Park Community and Recreation Association, a nature walk for Girl 
Guides and Scouts in Winchester, and nature outings at the FWG for Girl Guide 
Brownies, Beaver Scouts and homeschoolers.  
 
Gordon also participated on the FWG management committee, and over the past 
year developed several posters for the FWG outdoor bulletin board. He is even 
leading the creation of seasonal interpretive panels to be displayed at several 
locations in FWG. 
 
Gordon monitors the Club’s Facebook page and serves as a liaison between the 
Facebook group’s administrators and the OFNC Board of Directors. 
 
His enthusiastic contributions to many of the Club’s activities made him a deserving 
recipient of the Member of the Year Award for 2016. 
 
When Gordon accepted the award, he mentioned that some of his earliest memories 
of starting out as a volunteer for the FWG three years ago were of scything Dog-
strangling Vine and pulling buckthorn until he was invited to a be a member on the 
FWG Committee! He said that the Club really gives a lot to its members. He 
thanked the Club and looks forward to continuing on as a member. 
 
Honorary Member 
 
The honorary member award is awarded to a member or non-member in recognition 
of outstanding contributions to Canadian natural history or to the successful 
operation of the Club. This year’s Honorary Member award went to John McNeill.  
 
John was born in Scotland and completed his doctorate degree at the University of 
Edinburgh. Working as a Lecturer at the University of Reading and then at the 
University of Liverpool from 1957 to 1969, he immigrated to Canada, having 
accepted a botanist position at the Plant Research Institute of Agriculture and Agri-
Food Canada. In 1978, he took a short leave of absence to assist in teaching plant 
systematics at the University of Toronto, and in 1981 he left AAFC to become 
Professor and Chair of the Department of Botany at the University of Ottawa. 
 
He published several papers with titles such as “Grasses of Ontario”, “The 
Conservation of Evolutionary Centres in Canada”, “The Genus Atriplex in Canada” 
and several more papers on the genus Polygonum. He has an open-door policy, 
always willing to answer a question and generous in his contributions to the work of 
others. 
 
He returned to Scotland in 1987 to serve as Regius Keeper (Director) of the Royal 
Botanical Garden in Edinburgh. A few years later he returned to Canada to teach at 
the University of Toronto and serve as Assistant Director of the Royal Ontario 
Museum, later becoming Director, and in 1995, President of the that institution. 
Today he is Emeritus Director of the Royal Ontario Museum.  
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John McNeill has served 
Canadian botany and the 
international botanical 
community as an expert on 
matters of biostatistics and 
botanical nomenclature. 
Botanists around the world have 
benefitted from John’s 
contributions to the field of 
plant taxonomy. 
 
In 1999, John retired from the 
Royal Ontario Museum and 
returned to Edinburgh where he 
has maintained a full program of 
pure and applied taxonomic 
research as Honorary Research 
Associate of the Royal 
Botanical Gardens, doing 
editorial work with the journal 
Taxon and continuing to play a 

large role in the revision and management of the International Code of Botanical 
Nomenclature. He is the senior author of the current (Melbourne 2011) edition of the 
Code. 
 
His achievements, dedication to taxonomy and being a long-time club-member of 
the OFNC make him a good choice for the Honorary Member award. 
 
John McNeill’s son and grandson accepted the award and thanked the OFNC on his 
behalf. John was aware of the Club’s importance and will treasure this award. 
 
Conservation Award – Member 
 
The Conservation Award is given in recognition of an outstanding contribution  
by a member in the cause of natural history conservation in the Ottawa Valley,  
with particular emphasis on activities within the Ottawa District. This year’s 
Conservation Award went to Club member Richard Waters. 
 
Using his skills as a teacher and the creative and powerful resource of the young 
Bell High School students, he organized an avian nest box building project for a 
number of species such as Eastern Bluebirds, Eastern Screech Owls, White-breasted 
Nuthatches, Tree Swallows, House Wrens, Downy Woodpeckers, Red-bellied 
Woodpeckers, as well as boxes for bees and flying squirrels. Richard oversees the 
projects, drawing on the help and advice from his local birding network at Innis 
Point Bird Observatory and his fellow Club birders for input on types of boxes and 
locations to target conservation needs. 
 

 
Andrew and Douglas McNeill accept the 
Honorary Member certificate awarded to their 
father, John. In the middle is John’s grandson, 
William. 
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He has continued to expand his 
network of projects by installing 
nest web cams with live footage 
streamed into the Science and 
Technology classrooms, holding 
classes outdoors, getting involved  
in tree planting and working on 
butterfly gardens. 
 
We can check out Richard’s 
students’ completed nest building 
projects and other creations at 
http://bit.ly/2mfwqpH. 
 
It was a great pleasure to see this 
award go to such a dedicated and 
insightful person. Richard accepted 
the award with his daughter. He felt 
it was a great honour to be 

recognized for the work, and he dedicated the award to the Bell High School 
students and three principals. He said that his students were a major resource in the 
making of the project, especially in making bird decoys, and they managed to raise 
some significant funding for their projects. 
 
Conservation Award –  
Non-Member 
 
The Conservation Award 
for a non-member is given 
in recognition of an 
outstanding contribution  
by a non-member in the 
cause of natural history 
conservation in the  
Ottawa Valley, with 
particular emphasis on 
activities within the  
Ottawa District. This year’s 
non-member Conservation 
Award went to the City of 
Ottawa’s planning and 
environmental engineering 
groups. 
 
  

 
Richard Waters and his daughter accept the 
Conservation Award to a member.  

Julia Robinson accepts the Conservation Award 
to a non-member on behalf of the City of 
Ottawa’s planning and environmental 
engineering groups. 
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The development of roads can affect wildlife by drastically changing and isolating 
species, deterring their movement and sometime leading to large mortalities. The 
OFNC identified one of these danger-zones where Snapping Turtle hatchlings were 
innocent victims on a road near the water-filtration plant at the Britannia 
conservation area. Female Snapping Turtles that lay their eggs in the gardens and 
open areas near the plant risk their own lives as well as that of their young crossing 
the road between Mud Lake and the plant. Running the risk of becoming road-kill 
was dangerous enough, but another danger was also identified: the high curb on the 
road that created a physical barrier for hatchlings crossing the road and then needing 
to get over the curb and to Mud Lake. Many hatchlings were dying of dehydration, 
being picked off by opportunistic predators, and exhaustion. 
 
Thankfully, the OFNC Conservation Committee came to the rescue and began 
working with the City of Ottawa in 2015, and by autumn a solution was put into 
place. The vertical curbs along the south side of the road were replaced with sloping 
curbs which made the curbs passable for the hatchlings. In the autumn of 2016, the 
committee witnessed hatchling turtles navigating over the new curbs and safely 
reaching Mud Lake. 
 
The OFNC awarded the Conservation Award to the City of Ottawa as a show of 
appreciation for their positive actions towards the conservation of Snapping Turtles. 
 
President’s Prize 

The President’s Prize was 
awarded to Carolyn Callaghan 
for her exceptional work as 
Editor-in-Chief of The Canadian 
Field-Naturalist (CFN). Carolyn 
was Editor from 2011 to 2016. 
For almost six years, Carolyn led 
a large team of editors and 
returned the CFN to a regular 
schedule of publication. Also, 
under her editorship, the journal 
made the transition to electronic 
publishing. She also encouraged 
youth in science by accepting for 
publication two papers reporting 
research conducted by high school students. When Carolyn accepted the award, she 
said that she had worked with Francis Cook, who was the CFN Editor for 32.5 years. 
The learning curve was steep and the work was steady. Carolyn wanted to share her 
award with the CFN’s core editing staff. Having such a hard-working and talented 
staff was of great value to her. Dwayne Lepitzki is the now the CFN’s editor. 
 
  

Carolyn Callaghan poses with Diane Lepage 
after receiving the President’s Prize. 



56 
 

George McGee Service Award 
 
The next award presented was the George McGee Service Award in recognition of a 
member who has contributed significantly to the smooth running of the Club over 
several years. This was presented to Sandy Garland. Almost every OFNC member 
who participates in Club activities has met Sandy Garland. She has been involved 
with the Club for many years in a wide variety of ways. Some of the committees on 
which she has volunteered were Publications, Fletcher Wildlife Garden, and 
computer management as well as several ad hoc groups. Sandy has time and time 
again taken on Club projects that appear as daunting and oversized projects to many 
committee members. The Club chose to highlight four of her most outstanding 
accomplishments. 
 
In 1997 Sandy applied for and was given the responsibility of being the OFNC’s 
Webmaster. Her first task was to develop and coordinate committee sites and to 
provide inter-linking via the OFNC site. Her responsibilities as Webmaster have 
evolved over the last 20 years, but Sandy continues to keep the website up-to-date 
(important to maintain member interest and visits) and continues to write and edit 
articles posted on the Club’s blog and the FWG newsletter. She also co-administers 
the Club’s Facebook Group, which boasts more than 1,000 members. The website 
and Facebook Group are as much a part of Sandy as is the Club. 
 
The Fletcher Wildlife Garden’s annual Native Plant sale is managed by Sandy, and 
her experience, expertise and tireless efforts to produce hundreds of native plants 
allow people to enjoy them in their own gardens. Sandy not only manages the sale 
but also the seeding, potting, and growing of the hundreds of plants that are for sale. 
 
  

 

Despotic Nature Quiz  
by Hume Douglas: 

What is this? 
A wasp nest! 

Do you know what 
kind of wasp? 
A paper wasp! 

Do you know what 
species of wasp? 
… 
Ah, Bald-faced Hornet 

T&L Bonus Question:  
Do you know  
the scientific name? 
Dolichovespula 
maculata 
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The FWG’s Old Woodlot suffered greatly from the deleterious effects of the 
invasive Emerald Ash Borer beetle. Sandy took on the challenging work of restoring 
the Woodlot and even took on the never ending war against garlic mustard and the 
ever expanding dog-strangling vine. In order to make the daunting tasks manageable, 
she established “node-nannies” who are volunteers that tend to their own assigned 
section of the FWG and are given weekly goals and tasks by Sandy in order to pro-
tect and preserve the fauna within. Sandy is the go-to person for all their questions. 
 

When the job of Copy Editor of The Canadian Field-Naturalist became available, 
Sandy moved into the position. 
 

Ensuring the smooth running of the Club is definitely Sandy’s motivation and 
vocation. The George McGee Service Award has been a long-time coming to Sandy. 
 

After the awards ceremony, Annie Bélair presented the art and picture prize. It turned 
out that two paintings submitted by the same member got the same number of votes!  

At the end of the evening, thank you’s went out to Fenja Brodo and her team for 
organizing the catering; Rob Alvo for being the master of ceremonies; David Seburn 
for tending to the drinks; Colin Freebury for his photography of the evening; Luke 
Periard for his article for Trail & Landscape; Diane Kitching and Barbara Gaertner 
for organizing the contributions for the Macoun Club; Irwin Brodo for his comments 
on the Macoun Club presentations; Elizabeth Gammell for her assistance with the 
Silent Auction; Annie Bélair for organizing the photography and art competitions; 
Marilyn Ward and Sarah Wray for staffing the welcome table; Hume Douglas for 
running the nature quiz; and finally to Elizabeth Moore for being the supreme 
organizer of the event.  
  

 

The winning 
photo of the 
night: 
Symplocarpus 
foetidus 
(Eastern 
Skunk 
Cabbage)  
in Perth, by 
Stephen 
Darbyshire. 
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Spotlight on Young Naturalists: 
The Macoun Club’s 

President’s Speech at the 
2017 OFNC Awards Night 

/ Gabriel McMurren 
 

Gabriel McMurren 
 

So there I was, on a sunny morning in June, 
looking out into a mossy field. The Macoun 
Club had come to the property of a friend and 
we were sitting on the rocks, getting ready to 
have lunch. Suddenly, a beaver sprinted across 
the moss, and Macoun members put down 
their lunches and strode out into the field to 
stare at the creature. I stepped confidently onto 
the moss, readying my camera for the perfect 
shot of the beaver. To my utter shock, the 
apparently firm ground gave way beneath my 
feet, and I sank chest deep in water, flailing 
my arms and holding my camera above my 
head. As I felt my way to more solid moss,  
I looked around and saw another member 

galloping towards me at full throttle and plunging into the water. Out of desperation 
I handed my camera to the first person on dry land that I could reach, who promptly 
took photos of my curious predicament. I cautiously stepped up onto the ground, 
hoping that it would not give way. This is just one of the many unforgettable 
moments that I have had with the Macoun Club. Four years have gone by since  
I joined the Club, and I have loved every moment of it. There is so much to enjoy 
that I had trouble coming up with a list of things that I loved the most about it. 
 
First of all, there is always someone who will be happy to help you when you have  
a nature mystery on your hands. No matter what aspect of nature is involved, 
someone can usually help you out. I have had many such situations and I know that 
no one is offended or teases you if you ask a question. Before Macoun, I was 
sometimes teased for my interest in nature, but no one ever does this here, and often 
the stories told in the observations lead to very interesting conversations! Members 
often talk about when they saw something in the past, or an interesting fact about 
that species or mineral. 
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Secondly, Macoun teaches us how to survive in the wild - what plants to eat, what 
animals made these tracks, what to do if you are lost, and, of course, not to feed  
fires with Balsam Fir twigs - and interesting things about the wildlife of the area  
that I would not have known otherwise. I have learnt so much about the natural 
world thanks to the knowledgeable and patient leaders that run this Club. If you spot 
something as you go, no one will ignore you (as long as you tell someone), and 
people will stop and look at what you have found. Calls of “Wow!” “Cool!” and 
“Do you know what that is, Rob?” echo through the woods at the discovery of 
something, and I feel so happy inside whenever I hear that. 
 
Another thing that I really like about this club is that being together with other kids 
who share your interest in nature can help build very close friendships. Kids of 
many different ages and from all over the region, from Arnprior to the east end, 
from Ontario and Quebec, come together to learn and teach others about nature  
and all its different aspects, at their own speed. I have never known anyone to get 
along badly with someone else within the Club, and I think that that is an important 
part of what makes it so special.  
 
In the past year (time seems to fly so quickly!) we have learned so much about the 
natural world, both out in the woods and at the field house: snowshoeing in the 
Lanark hills with only pine twigs to start a fire, learning about Ottawa’s mammals 
from Gordon Robertson or about animals seen by Mary Beth Pongrac along the 
James Bay Road, a 620-kilometre-long road in central Quebec that leads  
to an important hydroelectric plant. Evidence of otters were found at one of the 
ponds we study regularly, and new members, my brother Hugo included, have 
chosen their Study Trees, part of a traditional Macoun Club activity that has been 
running for 24 years. In between meetings and outings, members watched and 
listened for interesting things that they could talk about with the rest of the Club on 
Saturdays - and people always seemed to have noticed something - the fox they 
noticed running in the field, the orphaned baby snapping turtle in the glass tank that 
they brought to show us, the moose in the woods that they saw as they drove by it, 
the hawk perched in their study tree, or a feather or bone that they found in their 
backyard. The wide range of things that people notice and find interesting is 
incredible. 
 
Last but certainly not least, I wish to thank Rob, Barbara, Diane and Annie, the 
wonderful leaders that hold the Club together with lots of care and whose vast 
knowledge of the natural world and how to live in it served as an important 
reference to me, both when I was a new member and today. Without them, I am not 
sure where I would be now, and what I would be doing. The Club means so much to 
me, and I am grateful to them for helping make every Saturday a memorable one. 
 
 
Thank you. 
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Why does Pollen Colour Vary 
in Trout Lily 

(Erythronium americanum)? 
/ Emily Austen 

 

Emily Austen 
 

Postdoctoral fellow, Jessica Forrest’s lab, University of Ottawa 
 

A project supported in part by the 2016 OFNC Research Grants Program. 
 
Imagine a flower. Now, turn your mind’s eye to the pollen-containing anthers within 
it. What colour is the pollen? Chances are, you answered yellow. Yellow is, by far, 
the most common pollen colour, and it is thought to be the ancestral pollen colour of 
the flowering plants. Yet some species exhibit variation in their pollen colour – the 
charismatic spring wildflower American Trout Lily (Erythronium americanum, 
Liliaceae) is one striking example. Populations of trout lily often exhibit pollen 
colours ranging from clear lemon yellow to deep brick red, with all shades of orange 
in between. This unusual habit raises a number of interesting questions, including 
what, if any, is the ecological significance of pollen colour variation? 

 
Erythornium americanum flowers with red (L) and yellow (R) pollen growing 

side-by-side at McCarthy Woods in Ottawa South. Photo by Shang-Yao Peter Lin. 
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Pollen plays a starring role in plant sexual reproduction. The tiny grains work with 
other floral structures to attract pollinators to the flower, yet at the same time must 
camouflage themselves from pollen-feeding insects. Pollen grains must also protect 
their precious genetic cargo (sperm) from desiccation, UV-B exposure, and 
temperature stress. Pollen colour could conceivably affect a pollen grain’s 
performance in any one of these capacities. With support from the Ottawa Field-
Naturalists’ Club and the Natural Sciences and Engineering Research Council of 
Canada, I conducted field experiments during 2015 and 2016 to test for such effects. 
  
First, I sought to determine whether pollen colour affects the probability of 
pollinator visitation to a trout lily flower. Across 25 hours of observation at six study 
sites, I observed 378 pollinators visiting experimental arrays presenting flowers with 
red pollen alongside those with yellow pollen. All pollinator guilds (Bombus, Apis, 
bombyliid flies, and large and small solitary bees) visited flowers indiscriminately 
with respect to pollen colour. I concluded that red and yellow pollen are equally 
attractive to pollinators. 
  
Second, I investigated the pollen colour preferences of Aescleria ruficollis 
(Oedemeridae) – a pollen-feeding beetle and frequent visitor to trout lily. Across 
four sites, a total of 68 beetles were placed individually in small cages with one  
red- and one yellow-pollen flower, and given 10 minutes to make a choice.  
Nineteen beetles chose the red flower, and 25 chose the yellow, a split statistically 
indistinguishable from 50:50. (The remaining 24 opted out of the experiment, 
spending their 10 minutes on the cage floor or wall.) I concluded that neither colour 
serves to camouflage from or otherwise deter pollen predators. 
  
Third, I tested whether the red pigment (an anthocyanin) acts as a sunscreen to 
protect the DNA contents of pollen from UV-B damage. For this test, I placed red 
and yellow trout lily pollen in a petri dish covered by a filter that either transmitted 
or blocked UV-B radiation. The dishes were positioned under a UV-B lamp for 
3 hours. I then applied the UV-B exposed or protected pollen grains to the female 
receptive surfaces of trout lily flowers, and observed pollen tube growth from the 
grains 24 hours later. After repeating the experiment 16 times for each colour-by-
exposure combination, I found no difference in the pollen tube growth of red versus 
yellow pollen grains, regardless of whether they were exposed to or protected from 
UV-B. In other words, grains of both colours function equally well, and there was 
no evidence that the red pigment acts as a sunscreen. 
  
Having found no support for any of my ecological hypotheses, I finally set out to 
ask, Where do red and yellow pollen colours occur? Though pollen colour variation 
in trout lily was described more than 120 years ago (and was undoubtedly known 
well before then), the geographic distribution of red and yellow pollen has not been 
documented. Sometimes, knowing where something occurs can help refine 
hypotheses about why it occurs. I enlisted the help of citizen scientists by developing 
a website (troutlilysurvey.wordpress.com) where people could submit information  
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about the trout lily pollen they observed during their spring wildflower walks. 
Roughly 100 people participated during 2016. The data they provided hint that 
yellow pollen occurs more often in the eastern part of the range than it does in the 
west, but more data are needed for Quebec and the Maritimes. The 2017 iteration of 
the project will target this region. 
  
After two seasons of fieldwork, the causes and consequences of pollen colour 
variation in trout lily remain elusive. It may be that the answer lies in some function 
not yet considered. Alternatively, it may be that pollen colour is an ecologically 
neutral trait in trout lily, with the red and yellow types blinking in and out of 
populations with random mutation to the genes coding for pigment production. 
Either way, basic fieldwork will help to shed light on this long unsolved mystery of 
the spring forest, and, more broadly, will help us to better understand the processes 
that maintain variation in the natural world. 
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Is the Widespread Column 
Introduced or Not? 

/ Paul Catling and Brenda Kostiuk 
 

Paul Catling and Brenda Kostiuk 
 
Exploring this question of 
introduction is of particular interest 
because it introduces some of the 
history of our knowledge of local 
terrestrial snails, and some of the 
history of the OFNC. 
 
Basically, the native flora and fauna 
is what was here at the time of early 
exploration and settlement. With 
time, more introduced species 
colonized. Most came from  
Europe … and are still coming.  
 
Let’s go back. 
 
In 1883, the Ottawa Field-Naturalists’ 
Club had “branches” of investigation 
(botanical, entomological, etc.).  
The Club undertook excursions to 
document occurrences and make new 
discoveries, and to gather specimens 
for museum collections. They were 
fun events with leaders and, like the 
outings of today, there was a sense of 
discovery. Progress was reported in 
Transactions and later in The Ottawa 
Naturalist (which later became  
The Canadian Field-Naturalist).  
In these early days there was a group of people, the “Conchological Branch”,  
which had an interest in molluscs (snails and clams, etc.), including terrestrial snails. 
The first report of the Conchological Branch was in 1883 in Transactions No. 4. 
(Poirier 1883).  
 
A key figure in leading the conchology group and in writing the reports was Francis 
Robert Latchford (Figure 1). In 1883, Latchford was a member of the OFNC 
council, and the legendary James Fletcher was President. Latchford was connected  
  

Figure 1. Francis Robert Latchford. 
From John Alexander Cooper’s  
Men of Canada: a portrait gallery of 
men whose energy, ability, enterprise 
and public spirit are responsible for the 
advancement of Canada, the premier 
colony of Great Britain, 1901. 
Public Domain photo. 
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with other terrestrial snail experts throughout eastern North America. They traded 
specimens and shared knowledge. He was a very conscientious collector who 
examined and strained litter samples to gather very small species (Latchford and 
Fletcher, 1894, p. 98), and his collection and lists included those minute species that 
were easily overlooked (such as Punctum minutissimum, 1.3 mm). Latchford 
published at least 15 articles about terrestrial snails in Transactions and The Ottawa 
Naturalist, the most important of which was his “Observations on the Terrestrial 
Mollusca of Ottawa and Vicinity” in 1885.  
 
The early snail experts were a remarkable group of people. Latchford served as 
Attorney General of Ontario and as a Supreme Court Judge. Rev. George W. Taylor, 
who was senior author of the 1890 list (with Latchford), built and administered 
churches and a marine biology station; he published numerous articles on insects 
and molluscs, and was a Fellow of the Royal Society of Canada (Hanham & Fyles 
1913). 
 
The level of interest in terrestrial snails in Ottawa during this early time is perhaps 
more captured in the fact that the first list was produced by Gilbert C. Heron in the 
first issue of Transactions in 1880. In “A list of shells found about Ottawa City, 
1879”, he listed 32 species of terrestrial snails. Latchford’s annotated list of 1885 
had 40 species and the list of Taylor and Latchford in 1890 added two, for a total of 
42 species. Just to take this a little further, John Oughton, who produced an 
annotated Ontario list with Ontario distribution maps in 1948, had 58 species for 
Ottawa (as Carleton County). At the time, Oughton reported 4 introduced species of 
terrestrial snails for all of Ontario: Furrowed Helicellid, Grovesnail, Cellar Glass-
Snail, and Garlic Glass-Snail.  

 
If the Ottawa region 
list was largely 
complete for the 
native snails by 1890, 
the species that were 
found later might be 
suspected of being 
introduced. One that is 
widespread in Ottawa 
now, and that was not 
on the early lists, is the 
Widespread Column 
(Pupilla muscorum, 
Figure 2). The shell is 
brown, 3-4 mm high, 
and has a round-tipped 
spire 3-4 mm high 
with 5-6 whorls. At 
the opening there is  
  

 
Figure 2. Widespread Column from a small limestone 
cliff between the East and West Blocks of the Parliament 
buildings in Ottawa, November 2016.  
Photo by P.M. Catling. 
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usually a single tooth. Interestingly, a less common variant with two teeth has also 
been reported from Ottawa.  
 
The Widespread Column occupies a variety of habitats but is often abundant in 
rocky limestone areas (Figure 3). Turning over a flat rock may reveal clusters of 
individuals (Figure 4). The present abundance of this species in the city, but its early 
absence, supports the view of some experts that it is introduced to North America.  
If it had been here, surely Latchford and his friends would have found it.  
 

It was first reported  
in the Ottawa area by 
La Rocque in 1938. 
Oughton (1948) did 
not think of it as 
introduced, despite  
its absence from the 
comprehensive early 
Ontario lists. It was 
not reported as being 
introduced by Burch 
(1962). Pilsbry (1948) 
had a broad concept  
of P. muscorum and 
did not mention 
introduction.   
 
The first authoritative 
consideration of 
introduction was 
noted by Nekola  

and Coles in 2010 (perhaps first generally alluded to by Grimm et al. 2009). It was 
suggested that most of the populations of Widespread Column in east-central North 
America originated from Europe. Nekola et al. (2014) indicated that “the lack of true 
P. muscorum as a Pleistocene fossil suggests that it is an exotic species …”  
We suspected introduction based on Latchford’s lists, but the various reasons (i.e. 
Latchford’s lists, genetic studies and lack of a fossil record), although individually 
based on relatively little evidence, are cumulatively convincing. It is remarkable that 
a small (slow) snail can rapidly spread over a large area. This is undoubtedly an 
example of subsidized dispersal, meaning dispersal that is assisted by humans on 
vehicles and transported materials (fill, boxes, wood, garbage, plants, etc.).  
 
The list of snails for Ottawa and the surrounding area (including Hull, Casselman, 
etc.) is now roughly 70 species. Half of the roughly 30 species that have been added 
to the early lists are thought to be introductions.  
 
  

 
Figure 3. Habitat of the Widespead Column on rocky 
shelves of limestone along the bicycle path below the 
Parliamentary Library and beside the Ottawa River, 
November 2016. Photo by B. Kostiuk.  
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Wooded areas in many parts of the city have mostly introduced species that were  
not present in Latchford’s time. By comparison, habitats in rural areas have mostly 
native species. This corresponds to a pattern we have seen with many organisms 
where invasives first dominate cities and then move out to dominate adjacent rural 
areas. According to this scenario, the introduced Widespread Column will become 
more widespread.  
 
Although likely increasing its North American range, the Widespread Column  
is declining in parts of its native European range (Neubert 2011). This is another  
trend that we are seeing with a number of introduced species. Take, for example,  
the Red-crowned Amazon Parrot (Amazona viridigenalis) which is endangered  
and declining in its native range in eastern Mexico, but has become well established  
in cities in Florida, California and Texas.  
 
To summarize: the Widespread Column is introduced. It provides an example  
of some interesting characteristics and trends of introduced species. Perhaps  
most importantly, we may better appreciate that some of what we know about  
the distribution and ecology of our flora and fauna is the legacy of early natural  
history clubs and of remarkable people like Latchford who carefully recorded  
their observations in early natural history journals.    
  

 
Figure 4. Habitat of the Widespead Column on rocky shelves of limestone 

along the bicycle path below the Parliamentary Library and beside the  
Ottawa River, November 2016. Photo by B. Kostiuk. 
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Measuring the Length of Winter 
using Field Pennycress 

/ Paul Catling and Brenda Kostiuk 

 

Paul Catling and Brenda Kostiuk 
 
The month of December 2015 was unusually rainy and mild in Ottawa.  
Despite several frosts, some frost-resistant introduced plants were still flowering  
on December 26 (Table 1). Most of these species are known to flower late  
(Catling et al., 2015), and winter flowering has been reported in maritime Canada  
(Taylor & Garberry 2003, Garberry & Taylor 2007). The example cited below may 
be a late flowering record for the Ottawa area. Even more interesting, though, is the 
fact that one of these species had basal rosettes that overwintered and produced new 
flowers by April 19, 2016.  

On December 26, 2015, most of over  
300 plants of Field Pennycress (Thlaspi 
arvense L.) were flowering on a bank 10 m 
from the roadside on Merivale Road at the 
railway bridge (45.3393, -75.7268) in 
Ottawa. All plants were then frozen and 
buried under snow before the new year and 
not seen again until after snow melt on 
April 14, 2016, when 5% of approximately 
300 plants had started to flower. 
 
On April 19, 2016, most plants (over 50%) 
had grown new shoots 6-8 cm tall with 
flowers open at the base of the developing 
flower cluster. The period between 
blooming (defined as more than half of the 
population of 300 plants being in bloom)  
of Field Pennycress in 2015 and 2016 was  
114 days. This is one of many biological 
ways of measuring the duration of winter.  
 

According to an astronomical definition, 
winter begins at the time of the shortest day 
and longest night (which in 2015 occurred 
on December 21) and ends at the March 
equinox (direct sun moving northward 
across the celestial equator) which in 2016 
occurred on March 20. According to the 
meteorological definition, winter begins on   

Figure 1. Field Pennycress from  
Bilder ur Nordens Flora  
(1901-1905) by Swedish Botanist  
Carl Axel Magnus Lindman.  
Public Domain.  



69 
 

December 1 and ends on the last day of February. These very different periods are 
both approximately three months long. One might also define winter as the months 
when the average temperature at Ottawa is below freezing. Here we have December, 
January and February. These general definitions give us a 90-day-long winter, but in 
fact the minimum during which flora does not respond may be the 114 days outlined 
above. It could be less for some plants; in maples, for example, the time between 
final bud formation in the fall and the start of running sap (in late February or early 
March) may be less. However, for the flora in general it may be more since snow 
begins to accumulate in early December and may take a long time to melt despite 
temperatures above freezing.  

Regardless of how long winter is, particular species of introduced perennials, such 
as Field Pennycress, will stop flowering when winter comes, and start again when it 
ends. 
 

Achillea millefolium, COMMON YARROW 
Berteroa incana, HOARY ALYSSUM 
Capsella bursa-pastoris, COMMON SHEPHERD’S PURSE 
Cardamine hirsuta, HAIRY BITTERCRESS 
Erucastrum gallicum, COMMON DOG MUSTARD 
Erysimum cheiranthoides, WORMSEED WALLFLOWER 
Lepidium densiflorum, COMMON PEPPERGRASS 
Poa annua, ANNUAL BLUEGRASS 
Senecio vulgaris, COMMON RAGWORT 
Sinapis arvensis, CORN MUSTARD 
Stellaria media, COMMON CHICKWEED 
Taraxacum officinale, COMMON DANDELION 
Thlaspi arvense, FIELD PENNYCRESS 
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Table 1. Some frost-resistant introduced plants still flowering  
on Dec 26, 2015 on Merivale Road at the railway bridge  
(45.3393, -75.7268) in Ottawa.  
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Spring Thaw 
/ Linda Jeays 

 
Linda Jeays 

 
Syncopated snow 

slips from the spruce trees 
drumbeats to a robin’s song. 

 
 

 

OFNC Bird Records 
Sub-committee (BRSC) 

Activities 2016 
/ Rémy Poulin 

 

Rémy Poulin 

 

The BRSC is a sub-committee of the OFNC Birds Committee with a mandate to 
maintain a database documenting significant avian occurrences in the OFNC Study 
Area and assure the credibility and integrity of those records. The BRSC actively 
solicits reports for this purpose and decides which occurrences are sufficiently 
documented to merit being included in the Ottawa District Bird Checklist.  
That document was last updated and published in 2015. 

 

The BRSC encourages documentation of any sighting in the OFNC Study  
Area - defined to be a circle with a radius of 50 kilometers centered on the  
Peace Tower - of a bird species either identified as “Rare” in the Checklist or  
not included in that list. The Rare Bird Report form can be completed online at 
http://www.ofnc.ca/birding/bird-records.php#rarebirds or a PDF version can be 
downloaded and mailed. The website also provides information on how to complete 
a report. 
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The BRSC members for 2016 were: 

● Michael Tate - Chair 
● Rémy Poulin - Recording Secretary 
● Bruce Di Labio 
● Rod Dubois 
● Marcel Gahbauer 
● Mark Gawn 
● Jon Ruddy 
● Jeff Skevington 
● Bernie Ladouceur (Alternate) 
● Chris Traynor (Alternate) 

 

 

Brief Summation of BRSC Activities for 2016 

 

The BRSC met twice in 2016: in March to review Rare Bird Reports and in 
September to review and validate Sub-committee policies. No new species were 
added to the Ottawa District Bird Checklist in 2016, so the total number on that  
list remains 363. That being said, a Great Cormorant was reported flying over the 
Ottawa River off Andrew Haydon Park in early December, though a Rare Bird 
Report has yet to be submitted. Should such a Report be received, reviewed and 
accepted, that species would be an addition to the Checklist. 

 

At the March meeting, Rod Dubois was confirmed as the representative of the  
Club des ornithologues de l’Outaouais (COO) on the Sub-committee, replacing 
Daniel Toussaint. The BRSC would like to thank Daniel for his contributions as  
a member of the Sub-committee since 2009.  

 

A list of the Reports reviewed in 2016 follows, arranged by English and scientific 
names in accordance with the Seventh Edition of the American Ornithologists’ 
Union Checklist of North and Middle American Birds and its 57th supplement 
(2016). The BRSC has made every effort to verify documentation prior to 
acceptance and publication of a record, but the possibilities of errors or omissions 
remain. The Sub-committee welcomes written communications that would either 
correct or reinforce any record. These may be forwarded electronically to 
OFNC.BRSC.Secretary@gmail.com or by mail to: 
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The Ottawa Field-Naturalists’ Club 

Box 35069, Westgate P.O. 

Ottawa ON  K1Z 1A2 

Attention: Bird Records Sub-Committee Recording Secretary 

 

 

ACCEPTED REPORTS 
 
This list of accepted reports includes new Reports as well as deferred ones where 
new documentation or evidence is now available. The Report writer’s name(s) is 
underlined and Finder’s Name(s), when known, is in italics. 

 

Parasitic Jaeger Stercorarius parasiticus 
2015 -  September 13, Ontario, Ottawa, Ottawa River off Andrew Haydon 

Park: Michael Tate, Michelle Martin. Single juvenile bird seen by 
many observers until the end of the month. Photos available.  
Note that Parasitic Jaeger is no longer considered a rare bird in 
accordance with the updated Ottawa District Bird Checklist published 
in December 2015. 

 

 

Parasitic Jaeger on the Ottawa River off Ottawa Beach  
on September 29, 2015. Photo by Giovanni Pari. 
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Northern Fulmar Fulmarus glacialis 
2015 -  December 10, Ontario, Ottawa, Ottawa River off Andrew Haydon 

Park: Michael Tate, Jon Ruddy. Single light phase bird seen by many 
observers on that day only. Photos available. After a few hours, it flew 
off downstream towards the Quebec side of the river where it was seen 
by many others until sunset.  

 

Northern Fulmar Fulmarus glacialis 
2015 -  December 31, Ontario, Ottawa, Kanata South: Bethany Seaman.  

A Northern Fulmar in weakened condition was picked up along a 
roadside and delivered to the Wild Bird Care Centre. Photos available. 
Based on timing and plumage, this is considered to be a different bird 
than that reported on December 10. It was subsequently transferred to 
a facility in Nova Scotia. 

 

  

 
Northern Fulmar at the Wild Bird Care Centre on January 13, 2016.  

Photo by Bruce Di Labio. 
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Western Kingbird Tyrannus verticalis 
2015 -  September 27, Ontario, Ottawa, Fletcher Wildlife Garden: Mark Patry. 

Single bird seen in the same general area by many observers until 
October 4. Photos available. 

 
 

 

Mountain Bluebird Sialia currucoides 

2015 -  November 28, Ontario, Richmond, Cambrian Rd: Michael Tate,  
Peter Blancher. Single female seen by many observers for three days 
before being found again by Peter Blancher on December 11 about 
nine kilometers further south on Goodstown Rd. Last reported sighting  
was on December 28. Photos available. 

  

Western Kingbird at the Fletcher Wildlife Garden  
on September 27, 2015. Photo by Tom Devecseri. 
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UNACCEPTED REPORTS 
The documentation submitted for the following reports, while in some cases 
detailed, was still found to be insufficient to conclusively rule out any other 
reasonable possibility. If additional documentation is received, these reports will be 
revisited. 

2014 - Painted Bunting (Passerina ciris), April 23, Ontario, Rockland. 

2015 - Piping Plover (Charadrius melodus), September 15, Ontario, Mississippi 
River. 

 - Pomarine Jaeger (Stercorarius pomarinus), September 24, Ontario, Ottawa, 
Ottawa Beach. 

 - Laughing Gull (Leucophaeus atricilla), May 31, Ontario, St. Albert, sewage 
lagoons. 

 - Fork-tailed Flycatcher (Tyrannus savana), May 28, Ontario, Ottawa, Innis 
Point Bird Observatory. 

A special thanks to all who took the time to prepare and submit a Rare Bird Report. 
Your effort is much appreciated by the Bird Records Sub-committee. 
 

 
Mountain Bluebird on Cambrian Road on November 29, 2015.  

Photo by Tom Devecseri. 
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A Slow Awakening 
/ Susan Lehmann 

Susan Lehmann 
 

On a bright crisp morning, I don my 
rubber boots and head for the woods 
with my funnel and several 25-gallon 
blue containers to collect sap. The 
ground crunches under a matted layer 
of fall leaves and crusty snow patches, 
but in the flood plain giant puddles 
between the trees will soon host 
paddling wood ducks. 
 
I can hear geese as they settle in on the 
marsh behind the woods, honking 
loudly as if to try and rouse the still 
half-frozen landscape. And as the 

maples wake up - stretching their branches skyward and their roots down below the 
frozen ground - the sap starts to flow in their veins. But it’s a slow awakening.  
 
Ill-fitting aluminum hats top each 
bucket. Tell-tale wet patches on the 
feet of the trees signal the overflows 
of a productive day. I clumsily 
collect the sap, careful not to spill 
any along the way. As I hang the 
pails back on their hooks, droplets 
gather slowly at the end of the 
spigot and eventually fall. Plink, 
plink, plink, … the spring clock 
ticks on.  
 
 

Fresh creamy curls of maple wood 
lie at the trees’ base, bored from the 
trunk by a simple hand crank drill. 
The tool was salvaged from some 
flea market table solely for this 
purpose. The healing scabs of 
previous taps - spaced roughly six 
inches from one another - seem 
random compared to the precision- 
  

Plink, plink, plink! 
 

 
Learning to use a hand crank drill to 
tap the trees 
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drilled grids of the Yellow-
bellied Sapsucker. The 
woodpeckers won’t arrive until 
later, in the spring, but another, 
more delicate, connoisseur has 
emerged from cryo-preservation 
in a hollowed tree. One of the 
earliest butterflies to be seen in 
spring, the Mourning Cloak 
drinks the tree sap before other 
food sources are available and 
basks in the warm sunlight that 
penetrates the still leafless forest.  
 

While most Canadians are screaming for the end of winter, maple sugaring requires 
a more gradual thaw. Several weeks of slowly climbing daytime highs coupled with 
night-time temperatures that continue to drop below freezing are needed for the steady 
rise and fall of the sap. This mercury pendulum keeps the sap pumping. There is already 
a line of filled bottles on the kitchen counter, the morning rays filtering through the sweet 
amber syrup. The length of the row bears testimony to a good season.  
 
Rural Ontario is dotted with backyard sugarin’ rigs, each one a unique, cobbled 
together invention that adheres to a singular goal of frugality. Cast-away steam table 
pans, welded chains of stainless steel sinks, or rows of old blackened pots teetering 
on several scrap steel rods bridging a pair of cinder blocks: these are the home-made 
contraptions that are used to transform sap to syrup. The smoke wafts across the 
yard with a moist hint of sweet maple and neighbours saunter down the road, eager 
to sit by the fire and enjoy a lazy spring afternoon. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 
Boiling the sap 

The sweet bounty of maple sugarin’ 
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Coming Events 
 
 

PLEASE NOTE: The OFNC website (ofnc.ca) contains the most up-to-date 
information on events. Please check it regularly for additions or changes to events. 
The Club’s Facebook page (www.facebook.com/groups/379992938552/) and Twitter 
account (@OttawaFieldNat) may also be used to announce last-minute changes to 
events. 
 
We expect to have several weather- and year-dependent events that are not included 
in Trail & Landscape and will only be announced at the last minute via our website, 
Facebook and Twitter. These include seasonal events such as Snowy Owl viewing, 
the spring Snow Goose spectacle, Eardley Eagles, etc. 
 
ALL OUTINGS: Field trips to natural areas in our region and beyond take place all 
year round. OFNC events are for members only. Prospective members with interest 
in attending should contact the trip leader in advance. For some events, participation 
is limited and members will be given priority. All participants will be asked to sign  
a waiver. Times given for events are departure times. Please arrive earlier, as leaders 
start promptly. If you need a ride, please contact the leader. 
 
Please bring a lunch on full-day trips and dress according to the weather forecast  
and activity. Please always wear long pants and closed-toe shoes. Binoculars and/or 
spotting scopes are essential on all birding trips. Unless otherwise stated, 
transportation will be by carpool. 
 
MONTHLY MEETINGS: Our monthly meetings are held in the K.W. Neatby 
Building, Salon B, at 960 Carling Avenue. There is ample free parking in the lot 
on the west side of Maple Drive by Carling Ave., immediately to the east of the 
main entrance to the Neatby Building. Monthly meetings are open to the general 
public. 
 
EVENTS ORIENTED TO ALL AGES: Kids are welcome on all of our trips.  
We highlight some hikes as “oriented to all ages” as these are most likely to be 
enjoyed by typical children. Depending on your child(ren)’s interests and stamina, 
please feel free to bring them along on any events. For events tailored to kids, check 
out the Macoun Field Club (http://www.ofnc.ca/macoun/index.php). 
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Tuesday 
April 11 

7:00 p.m. 
Social 

7:30 p.m. 
Presentation 

 

OFNC MONTHLY MEETING  
BIRDING AND MORE: 20 DAYS IN SOUTH AFRICA 
AND 10 DAYS IN THE GAMBIA 
Speaker: Rob Alvo 
Location: Salon B, K.W. Neatby Building, Central 
Experimental Farm, 960 Carling Avenue 
Two of us embarked on our first birding trip to Africa  
and visited South Africa and The Gambia (west Africa).  
We averaged 15 new bird species per day in both countries and 
had some wonderful non-birding experiences – and some not-
so-wonderful experiences. The presentation will focus on the 
places we visited, the animals and plants we saw, the various 
habitats we encountered, the people we met, our accommodations, 
and even the politics, in an attempt to give you a feel for what 
birding without a tour was like in these two vastly different 
countries. 

Monthly meetings are open to the general public. 

Friday 
April 14 
8:00 a.m.  
to  
11:00 a.m. 

BIRDS AND WILDLIFE OF SPRING IN OTTAWA 
*Oriented to all ages* 
Leader: Eric Leger 
Meet: Cassels Street, Mud Lake, near the parking lot before 
J.C. Sulpher Construction 
Description: We will check out the wildlife of Mud Lake.  
This time of year is well known for its migratory birds, some  
of which stay here for the summer. We will likely see the turkey 
that has made residence at Mud Lake since last year. This 
outing will be cancelled in the event of rain. Please dress 
appropriately for the temperature. Bring a drink, snack, 
binoculars and a scope if you have one. 
 

Thursday 
April 20 
8:00 p.m.  
to 
midnight(ish) 

A SPRING NIGHT IN THE WILDS 
Leader: Eleanor Thomson (613) 269-3523; call to register. 
Meet: Thomson cabin (20 minutes beyond Calabogie). You will 
be given directions and further instructions when you register.  
Description: Experience the beauty and delights of springtime 
wilderness at night. We will meander through the woods, pausing 
to listen to nighttime sounds in the darkness, lingering at several 
ponds where we will look for water creatures and will likely be 
serenaded by a frog chorus. Depending on the timing of the spring, 
we might see salamanders in their breeding pools as well. Extra-
warm clothes and waterproof boots are essential. Please note 
that this is a cell phone-free sanctuary: do not bring cell phones 
onto the property. 
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Friday 
April 21 
7:00 p.m. 
to  
9:30 p.m. 

FROG CHORUS 
Leader: Rob Alvo 
Location: Visitor Centre, Gatineau Park, 33 Scott St.,  
Chelsea, Que. 
Description: Spring is in the air and frog songs are filling the 
night! Join the Friends of Gatineau Park. Rob Alvo will 
introduce you to the amphibians of Gatineau Park and their 
different calls. Afterwards, we will go into the Park, enjoy the 
concert first hand and identify who is who! This is a great 
activity for kids. Bring a headlamp or flashlight, warm clothes, 
and your tallest rubber boots to enter the pond and collect 
samples (optional). For reservations and payment  
($15/ person), please call the Visitor Centre: (819) 827-2020. 

 
Samedi 
22 avril 
19h00 
à 
21h30 

 

LES CHORISTES DE LA NATURE (EN FRANÇAIS) 
Guide : Rob Alvo 
Lieu : le Centre des visiteurs, Parc de la Gatineau,  
33, chemin Scott, Chelsea, Québec 
Description : Le printemps arrive enfin et les chants des 
grenouilles retentissent vivement! Joignez-vous aux Amis du 
parc de la Gatineau. Venez rencontrer Rob Alvo, qui fera une 
présentation à l’intérieur sur ces amphibiens et sur leurs 
différents chants. Suite à cette présentation, nous irons dans le 
parc pour écouter le concert du crépuscule et identifier qui est 
qui. Ceci est une activité parfaite pour les enfants. Apportez 
votre phare ou votre lampe de poche, des vêtements chauds,  
et vos bottes hautes pour rentrer dans l’étang et récolter des 
spécimens (optionnel). Réservations et paiement de  
15$ par personne: SVP appeler le Centre des visiteurs au  
(819) 827-2020. 

 
Friday 
April 28 
8:00 a.m. 
to 
11:00 a.m. 

BEGINNER BIRDING IN SPRING 
Leader: Tamara Bloom, tamaradebra@gmail.com 
Location: Mud Lake – Cassels Street in Britannia 
Meet: 7:45 a.m. at Lincoln Fields Shopping Centre (northeast 
corner of parking lot, Richmond Road at Assaly Road, near 
Pizza Pizza) or 8:00 a.m. at Mud Lake 
Description: This will be an introductory guided walk for 
beginners to birding. Building on the four keys to bird 
identification (size and shape, colour pattern, habitat and 
behaviour), you will also be encouraged to tune in to the sounds 
of the natural world around us. Come out and learn about bird 
song as well as tricksters like red squirrels, cicadas and tree 
frogs. We will tour the area around Mud Lake focusing on land 
birds, both year-round residents and early migrants. Bring a  
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snack, beverage, notebook and binoculars if possible. Open 
your eyes and ears to a whole new world but beware – you may 
get bitten by the birding bug! Outing will be postponed in the 
event of rain. Rain date is Friday, May 12. 

 
Saturday 
April 29 
7:00 p.m. 

 

PHOTO NIGHT: WILDLIFE OF BOTSWANA 
Presenters: Sara Bourquin and Dr. Sven Bourquin 
Location: Salon B, K.W. Neatby Building, Central 
Experimental Farm, 960 Carling Avenue 
Description: Join Sara Bourquin and her husband Dr. Sven 
Bourquin as they share their photos and experiences of wildlife 
in Botswana. In addition to the birds and mammals one might 
expect, reptiles will be prominently featured, as Dr. Bourquin 
works extensively with crocodilians. This will be an informal 
presentation where audience interaction is encouraged and 
welcomed. Whether it’s questions, stories of time spent in 
Africa, or research findings, there will be time following the 
presentation to discuss it! 

 
Sunday 
April 30 
8:00 a.m.  
to  
early 
afternoon 

 

EARLY MIGRANTS AT PARC NATIONAL DE 
PLAISANCE 
Leaders: Mark Gawn and Rachelle Lapensée 
Meet: Parc national de Plaisance entrance on rue Galipeau, just 
north of the ferry dock in Thurso, Quebec 
Description: The park holds the largest wetlands in the Ottawa 
area, and the trip is timed to coincide with the tail end of the 
spring waterfowl migration. Expect to see many ducks along 
with early passerine migrants. The trip will proceed rain or 
shine, waterproof footwear is recommended. Bring binoculars 
and a spotting scope if you have one as some viewing will be 
distant. There is an $8.50 fee per person to visit the park, 
payable on entry. The trip will end in the early afternoon, final 
stop will be a casse-croûte with some of the region’s best 
poutine (but bring a snack to tide you over until then!).  

 
Friday 
May 5 
7:30 a.m. 
to 
9:30 a.m. 

 

SPRING BIRDING AT MUD LAKE 
Leader: Jeff Skevington 
Meet: Cassels Road at Mud Lake 
Description: May is a dynamic time at Mud Lake, with new 
migrants arriving almost daily. Join Jeff for a short, 2-hour 
morning outing looking for warblers and other new arrivals.  
The hike will go ahead rain or shine. Call Jeff at 613-720-2862 
if you have any specific questions regarding this event. Birders 
of all abilities are welcome. 
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Saturday 
May 6 
7:30 a.m. 
to  
noonish 

BIRDING FOR BEGINNERS 
Leader: Rachelle Lapensée 
Meet: 7:30 a.m. at Mer Bleue Bog parking lot. Drive down 
Anderson Road and head east on Ridge Road. Drive to the end 
of the road to meet up with the group in the parking lot entrance 
to the bog. 
Carpool Meetup: A carpool location will be organized as the 
need arises. Please make sure to let Rachelle know if you will 
need a ride or if you would prefer to carpool, so arrangements 
can be made in advance. 
Description: New to birding? Need to sharpen your skills? 
Bring your binoculars, a trail snack and your favorite field 
guide, and join Rachelle in Mer Bleue Bog to gain some guided 
birding experience! 
Registration required: This outing is limited to 20 participants. 
Participants must be OFNC members. Please register with 
Rachelle at: itsabirdworld2013@gmail.com. 
** Please keep an eye on your e-mails as the day for the event 
gets closer. Rachelle will send out a group e-mail confirming 
details and arrangements. 

 
Saturday 
May 6 
7:00 a.m. 
to 
3:00 p.m. 

 

BIRDING KENAUK 
Leader: Rob Alvo 
Location: Kenauk Private Game Reserve,  
1000 Chemin Kenauk, Montebello, QC J0V 1L0.  
Meet in the parking lot at the main office. 
Description: This mammoth game reserve located just over  
1 hour’s drive from Ottawa just 9 km north of Montebello, 
Quebec, is 21 km long x 16 km wide. It is the largest protection 
project ever undertaken by the Nature Conservancy of Canada 
in Quebec. It contains more than 60 lakes, many of them with 
Common Loons breeding on them. For birding, Kenauk’s main 
attractions are its natural state, despite some logging that 
actually provides more habitats (e.g., for the Canada Warbler), 
its large size, its proximity to Montreal and Ottawa, the fact that 
you can stay comfortably there, and the abundance of gravel 
roads without public traffic. Kenauk-Nature has offered the 
OFNC free access on this date. The gravel roads can be used by 
cars, but if you have access to a vehicle with higher clearance 
and perhaps 4WD, this is the time to bring it for the less-
accessible areas. A Cerulean Warbler (une paruline azurée) was 
seen at Kenauk in June 2015. We will provide our birding data 
to the Conservancy. Please bring a clipboard and pens or 
pencils, and pick up a map of Kenauk in the office (on the back  
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of some of the pamphlets at the office entrance). Contact your 
friends to carpool, if possible, to Kenauk and back to Ottawa. 
Rain or shine. 

 
Sunday 
May 7 
10:00 a.m. 
to 
2:00 p.m. 

SPRING HIKE AT REVELER CONSERVATION AREA 
Location: Meet at Reveler Road Parking Lot: 45.205140,  
-75.223303 
https://goo.gl/maps/6m9dwgkF9vH2 
http://www.nation.on.ca/recreation/birding/reveler-
conservation-area-crysler-ontario 
Leader: Owen Clarkin 
Description: Wildflowers and opening buds will highlight 
spring at this diverse conservation area, which ranges from 
rocky limestone upland savannah to rich lowland forest. The 
leader will focus on botany, but this site is also excellent for  
e.g. birds and insects in favourable weather. Bring a lunch  
and dress for the conditions, as this is a rain or shine event. 
 

Tuesday 
May 9 

7:00 p.m. 
Social 

7:30 p.m. 
Presentation 

OFNC MONTHLY MEETING 
MANAGING HUMAN-WILDLIFE CONFLICT IN 
BOTSWANA 
Speaker: Sara Bourquin 
Location: Salon B, K.W. Neatby Building, Central 
Experimental Farm, 960 Carling Avenue 
Description: Sara Bourquin resides full time in Botswana, but 
is currently pursuing a Master’s degree through the University 
of Victoria in Dispute Resolution. Her masters work is focused 
on human-wildlife conflict management systems in Botswana 
and addressing this through an integrative conflict management 
lens. Sara will discuss her research and describe key findings,  
as well as interesting experiences she had along the way. 

Monthly meetings are open to the general public. 
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Sunday 
May 14 
10:00 a.m. 
to 
1:00 p.m. 

SPRING EPHEMERALS AT MACSKIMMING 
Leaders: Bryarly McEachern and Amber Westfall 
Meet: 10:00 a.m. at Tim Horton’s, 1239 Donald Street at  
St. Laurent Blvd, Ottawa 
or 
10:30 at MacSkimming Forest Edge Field Centre,  
3640 Highway 174 (south side) 
Description: Soon after the snow melts and before the trees leaf 
out, something magical happens in Ontario’s woodlands. Spring 
ephemerals are as fleeting as the season they grow in, gently 
unfurling from cool, moist soil, carpeting the forest floor, and 
then quickly going to bloom before vanishing again until the 
next year. Join Bryarly McEachern and Amber Westfall for a 
walk at MacSkimming Forest to seek, admire, and learn about 
spring ephemerals. Bring a wildflower guide (e.g. Newcomb’s), 
notebook and hand lens, if you like. We plan to have lunch in 
the forest, so feel free to bring your lunch along. Dress 
appropriately for the weather. This jaunt will run sun or 
sprinkle, but will be cancelled in the event of heavy rain. 

 
Sunday 
May 14 
10:00 a.m. 
to 
3:00 p.m. 

 

AMPHIBIANS AND REPTILES OF MORRIS ISLAND 
Leaders: David and Carolyn Seburn 
Meet: 10:00 a.m. at Lincoln Fields Shopping Centre (northeast 
corner of parking lot, Richmond Road at Assaly Road, near 
Pizza Pizza) or 11:00 a.m. at the parking lot for Morris Island 
Conservation Area 
Description: Join David and Carolyn to learn more about our 
native amphibians and reptiles. We will search for frogs, 
salamanders, snakes, and turtles around wetlands and in the 
woods as well as looking for other wildlife. Kids are definitely 
welcome. Bring binoculars if you have them and pack a lunch. 
There are washrooms near the parking area of the conservation 
area. The trip will be cancelled if it is a rainy day. If you are 
uncertain if the trip will go ahead call David and Carolyn at  
(613) 820-9125 between 9 and 9:30 a.m. the day of the trip. 
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Saturday 
May 20 
6:30 a.m. 
to 
early 
afternoon 

 

BIRDING IN GATINEAU PARK’S PARKWAY SECTOR 
Leader: Justin Peter (jbpetr@yahoo.ca or 613-858-3744) with 
Sophie Roy 
Meet: 6:30 a.m. at Lincoln Fields Shopping Centre (northeast 
corner of parking lot, Richmond Road at Assaly Road, near 
Pizza Pizza) or 7:00 a.m. at P8 parking lot in Gatineau Park 
Description: We’ll explore a number of Gatineau Park’s 
diverse habitats by foot, traveling between each by vehicle as 
we gradually make our way up towards the Eardley Escarpment 
overlooking the Ottawa Valley. Along the way, we’ll look and 
listen for birds just returning to or already set up in the breeding 
haunts such as beaver ponds, meadows, alder and willow 
thickets, and hardwood forest. Birds may include various 
warblers, sparrows, woodpeckers, vireos, thrushes, waterfowl, 
waders and more. We’ll be in prime habitat for Indigo Bunting 
and Scarlet Tanager too and we’ll also look at anything else of 
interest! Binoculars, a drink and a mid-morning snack are 
recommended. There will likely be some elevation change so 
wear sturdy footwear. You may also need a hat and bug spray. 

 
Saturday 
May 20 
8:30 a.m. 
to 
noon 

 

EXPLORING FOR SPRING EPHEMERALS, 
FLOWERING SHRUBS AND BIRDS IN THE  
WESTERN GREENBELT 
Leader: Greg Lutick 
Meet: NCC Parking Lot 3 (near the intersection of Corkstown 
Road and the Trans-Canada Trail, between Wesley Clover Park 
and the Wesley Clover Campground) 
Description: Come and explore the Greenbelt trails between 
Corkstown Road and Timm Road. We will be looking primarily 
at early flowering plants but take in the general natural history 
of the area. The area has an interesting mix of habitats and 
should exhibit a wide variety of plant and bird species. I expect 
we will be able to observe a wide variety of species rather  
than massive displays of ephemerals. The walk will be 
approximately 5 km long and done at a leisurely pace.  
Come prepared for walking on easy to slightly rough trails. 
There will probably be a couple wet areas to traverse so bring 
either waterproof footwear or shoes you don’t mind getting wet. 
Blackflies and or mosquitoes and/or ticks may be present so 
dress accordingly and/or bring repellent. If there is rain on 
Saturday, the trip will be postponed to Sunday,  
May 21, same place and time. Contact Greg at 613-818-9946 
or gjlutick@gmail.com if more info is required. 
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Sunday 
May 21 
8:00 a.m.  
to  
noon 

DUCKS AND GULLS ALONG THE RIVER 
*oriented to all ages* 
Leader: Roy John 
Meet: Lincoln Fields Shopping Centre (northeast corner of 
parking lot, Richmond Road at Assaly Road, near Pizza Pizza) 
Description: We will likely check Mud Lake, Shirley’s Bay 
and the wetlands behind Nortel (depending on the latest bird 
reports). At this date there should be several species of warblers, 
flycatchers, ducks and gulls. If we are very lucky Arctic Tern, 
Marsh and Sedge Wren are possible. Snakes and turtles (three 
species) are usually visible. This is a rain or shine walk, so dress 
for the weather. Bring binoculars, a scope if you have one, a 
drink and a snack. 

 
Sunday 
May 28 
6:00 a.m. 
to  
11:30 a.m.     

 

BIRDING BY EAR IN LAROSE FOREST 
Leader: John Cartwright (613) 789-6714 
Meet: 6:00 a.m. at the Kelsey’s in the Elmvale Acres Mall  
at the SW corner of St. Laurent and Smythe for carpooling.  
Those living closer to Limoges can meet us at 7:00 a.m. at the 
cemetery just south of Clarence-Cambridge Road on Grant 
Road. 
Description: We will likely spend about four hours in the 
Larose Forest, listening to and observing songbirds. Bring 
binoculars, a snack, a drink, and plenty of mosquito repellent. 
There will be a variety of biting critters in the forest at this time 
of year. This trip will be cancelled in the event of continuous 
rain. 

 
Friday 
June 2 
8:30 p.m. 
to 
midnight 

MOTHING AT NIGHT IN LAROSE FOREST 
Leaders: Diane Lepage and Suzanne Deschenes 
Meet: 8:00 p.m. at McDonald’s parking lot, 1890 Innes Rd., 
Gloucester. We will drive for 30-35 minutes to the forest. 
Participants needing a ride should call Diane. 
Description: Come to Larose Forest to discover the nightlife of 
moths. Black lights will be set-up, and then we will wait as the 
various moths come to the white sheet set up to attract them.  
We should see silkworm moths. Bring a flashlight, bug 
repellent, good footwear and a camera. (A camera is optional, 
but good footwear is essential. Seriously, wear sturdy closed-toe 
shoes or boots.) This trip depends on the weather. Should the 
temperature drop below 16 °C or in the event of rain, the outing 
will be cancelled. 
Registration required: This outing is limited to 
20 participants. Participants must be OFNC members.  
Please register with Diane at (613) 987-5405 or send an  
e-mail to dlepagehibou@sympatico.ca. 
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Saturday 
June 3 
9:30 a.m. 
to 
12:30 p.m. 

 

FLETCHER WILDLIFE GARDEN ANNUAL NATIVE 
PLANT SALE 
Location: Fletcher Wildlife Garden Interpretive Centre 
Parking is free - Volunteers will be on hand to show you  
where to park. 
Help pollinators and butterflies, and attract birds to your 
backyard. We’ll show you which native plant species are 
favourites with wildlife at the FWG and which species will do 
well in your growing conditions. We have milkweeds for 
monarchs, asters to suit any garden location, goldenrods, blue-
eyed grass, bergamot, beardtongue, a few native grass species, 
and hundreds of other species from our own garden. Watch the  
FWG website for a list of species for sale later this spring: 
www.ofnc.ca/fletcher. 
Please help by donating your empty 4-inch SQUARE pots. 

 
Sunday  
June 4  
10:00 a.m. 
to 
2 p.m. 

 
Urban Geology 
Leader: Geof Burbidge, M.Sc. (Geology) 
Meet: East side of the Supreme Court of Canada building. From 
Wellington St., turn north onto Kent St. There is a parking area 
north of Vittoria on the east side of the court building. 
Description: There are a surprising number of different kinds 
of very interesting and very beautiful kinds of building and 
decorative stone used in buildings in downtown Ottawa. We 
will take a few hours to circle on foot from the Supreme Court 
to Ottawa City Hall and back, taking a virtual tour of the 
world’s quarries in the process. Igneous, Sedimentary, or 
Metamorphic? We’ll see them all, and try to figure out why and 
how they were used. We will try to enjoy our picnic lunches on 
bedrock from somewhere exotic. Hand lenses useful.  
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Saturday 
June 10  
5:00 p.m.  
to  
Sunday  
June 11  
5:00 p.m. 

 

NATIONAL CAPITAL BIOBLITZ 
Leaders: Various experts and naturalists from the Friends of 
Gatineau Park, Canadian Museum of Nature, Canadian Wildlife 
Federation, National Capital Commission, Nature Canada, 
Parks Canada, and (of course) the OFNC. 
Location: Gatineau Park Visitor Centre, 33 Scott Road, 
Chelsea, Que., or specified locations in upcoming schedule 
Description: Experience the amazing natural diversity of 
Gatineau Park firsthand by participating in species inventory 
and identification activities led by local experts. From frogs to 
nocturnal insects, freshwater clams to early morning birds, 
lichens to spiders, you will discover many new facets of the 
Park. In addition, our Citizen Science Fair will provide 
opportunities to find out how you can get involved in ecological 
monitoring and stewardship projects in Gatineau Park and 
beyond; and will also feature fun activities for the whole family. 
A Canada 150 Signature Project: this bioblitz is one of 35 that 
will be taking place across Canada this spring and summer. 
For more information, email info@amisduparcdelagatineau.com 
or visit these websites: http://friendsofgatineaupark.com/ 
http://www.bioblitzcanada.ca/ 
 

Samedi 
10 juin 
17h00 
au 
dimanche 
11 juin 
17h00 

BIOBLITZ DE LA CAPITALE NATIONALE 
Guides : Divers experts et naturalistes des Amis du parc de la 
Gatineau, du Musée canadien de la nature, de la Fédération 
canadienne de la faune, de la Commission de la capitale 
nationale, de Nature Canada, de Parcs Canada et (bien sûr) du 
Club des naturalistes d’Ottawa 
Lieu : le Centre des visiteurs, Parc de la Gatineau,  
33, chemin Scott, Chelsea, Québec ou aux points de rencontre 
indiqués dans l’horaire qui sera publié avant le bioblitz 
Description : Venez explorer l’incroyable diversité naturelle du 
parc de la Gatineau en participant à des activités d’inventaire et 
d’identification d’espèces et ce animées par des experts de la 
région. Des grenouilles aux insectes nocturnes, des mollusques 
d’eau douce aux oiseaux lève-tôt, des lichens aux araignées, 
vous découvrirez de nombreuses nouvelles facettes du Parc.  
De plus, notre Foire de science citoyenne vous permettra d’en 
apprendre davantage au sujet d’occasions pour vous de 
participer à des projets de surveillance écologique et 
d’intendance environnementale dans le parc de la Gatineau et 
dans la région environnante, et inclura aussi des activités en 
nature pour toute la famille. Un projet Signature Canada 150 : 
ce bioblitz fait partie d’une série de 35 bioblitz qui auront lieu 
partout au Canada ce printemps et cet été. 
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Pour plus de renseignements, envoyez un courriel à 
info@amisduparcdelagatineau.com ou visitez les sites Web: 
http://friendsofgatineaupark.com/?lang=fr 
http://www.bioblitzcanada.ca/ 
 
 

Tuesday 
June 13 

7:00 p.m. 
Social 

7:30 p.m. 
Presentation 

OFNC MONTHLY MEETING  
MEET THE NORTH: LIFE IN THE ARCTIC 
Speaker: Jenny Kingsley 
Location: Salon B, K.W. Neatby Building, Central 
Experimental Farm, 960 Carling Avenue 
Join journalist Jennifer Kingsley for Meet the North: Life in  
the Arctic, one introduction at a time. For the last two years, 
Jennifer has been traveling in search of the un-Googleable 
Arctic, a journey based on listening and spontaneous 
introductions that has spanned five Arctic nations. In this 
presentation - complete with a soundtrack - you will get beyond 
headlines dominated by climate change, sovereignty, and 
resource development to meet some of the four million people 
who call the Arctic home. Learn about the Arctic landscape 
(Norway, Iceland, Greenland, Nunavut, and Alaska) through  
the stories of its people. 
Jennifer’s project, Meet the North, builds cultural understanding 
through storytelling and is supported by the Lindblad 
Expeditions-National Geographic partnership. 

Monthly meetings are open to the general public. 

  

Saturday 
17 June 
8:00 a.m. 
to 
4:00 p.m. 

 

FLORA OF THE WHITE LAKE FEN 
Leader: Eden Bromfield 
Meet: 10:00 am at the intersection of Dugald Road and 
Bayview Lodge Road in White Lake 
Description: Join Eden Bromfield to record and photograph the 
diverse flora of the fascinating floating fen at White Lake, 
including multiple species of orchids and carnivorous plants. 
The hike to the site will be less than 300 m, but is a trek through 
swampy woods. Hip waders or a good pair of sneakers and 
quick-dry long pants are recommended - participants will get 
wet. Bring a good packed lunch, plenty of water and insect 
repellent/head net (to protect against mosquitos in the fen). 
Registration required: This outing is limited to 6 participants. 
Participants must be OFNC members. Please register with 
Jakob Mueller at: jm890_7@hotmail.com 
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Sunday 
18 June 
9:30 a.m. 
to 
3:00 p.m. 

 

DRAGONFLIES AND HERPS OF MARLBOROUGH 
FOREST 
Leaders: Gillian Mastromatteo and Jakob Mueller 
Meet: Parking Lot for the Cedar Grove Nature Trail on Roger 
Stevens Drive. Of the Marlborough Forest parking lots, this is 
E3, about halfway between Malakoff Road and Dwyer Hill 
Road. The parking lot is not very large, so carpooling is 
encouraged. If you need a ride, contact Jakob. 
Description: Marlborough Forest is the largest protected area 
within Ottawa’s municipal boundaries. This makes it an 
excellent place to find a diversity of species - this hike will 
focus on dragonflies, damselflies, reptiles and amphibians. 
Common species include Spiny and Beaverpond Baskettails, as 
well as three whiteface species among the dragonflies, and 
Northern Water Snake, Eastern Garter Snake, and numerous 
frogs among the herps. Local specialties we might see are 
Ebony Boghaunter, Brush-tipped Emerald, Harlequin Darner, 
Mink Frog, and the elusive Smooth Green Snake. 
Participants should bring water, binoculars, sunscreen, lunch, 
snacks, good hiking shoes or boots, and an insect net if you 
have one. Given the presence of biting insects, brambles, poison 
ivy, and similar things, long pants are recommended. If you 
choose to wear insect repellent, please refrain from catching any 
insects or handling any herps. 
Registration: Please register for this event with Jakob Mueller 
by emailing jm890_7@hotmail.com or at (613) 314-1495. 

 
Saturday 
8 July 
8:30 a.m. 
to 
4:30 p.m. 
(rain date 
Sunday  
9 July) 

 

SIXTEENTH ANNUAL OTTAWA AREA BUTTERFLY 
COUNT 
*Especially Kid Friendly* 
Leaders: Jeff Skevington and Peter Hall 
Meet: in the parking lot at the intersection of Dwyer Hill Road 
and March Road (NE of Almonte). 
Call Jeff Skevington Friday evening at (613) 720-2862 if in 
doubt about the weather or for specific questions regarding this 
event. Similar to Christmas Bird Counts, this event is an all-day 
survey in a 24-km diameter circle. The count area is centred on 
Manion Corners (SW of Ottawa) and includes several important 
butterfly areas such as the Long Swamp and the Burnt Lands 
alvar. No experience is necessary - we will put teams together 
on site and match up people so that everyone has a chance to 
learn from the experts. If you have binoculars and a butterfly 
net, please bring them along. Butterflies may be captured for 
identification and release. Rubber boots are  
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recommended, as some of the sites have a lot of poison ivy.  
It is an all-day event so bring your lunch. 
We plan to meet at 6:00 p.m. after the count for a compilation 
and potluck dinner at the Allisons’ home at 561 Wolf Grove 
Road, about 2.6 km west of Almonte. Please bring along some 
food to share plus your own drinks. We hope that everyone can 
make it to the compilation, as it will be a lot of fun; however, if 
you can’t, we will get your data in the afternoon before you 
leave. OFNC has generously offered to pay the count fees for 
participants to support publication of the data. 

 

  
 
 
 
 

ANY ARTICLES FOR TRAIL & LANDSCAPE? 
Have you been on an interesting field trip or made some unusual observations? 

Write up your thoughts and send them to Trail & Landscape. 

DEADLINE: Material intended for the July-September issue must be in the 
editor’s hands by May 1, 2017. Send your articles to: 

Annie Bélair 

email: annie.TandL@gmail.com 

613-832-7802  

www.ofnc.ca     613-234-6767 
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