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Catching up with updates.
June is always a busy month at the FWG, with events
and ongoing maintenance work. This issue of the
newsletter brings you updates from the various habitats
at the FWG, as well as photos from some of our
corporate volunteer work days and other events. We
also report on the success of the plant sale, while
already preparing for next year with seed collection
underway.
Various researchers are using the FWG as part of their
graduate work or regular studies. This year, a scientist
American lady (Vanessa virginiensis) caterpillar on Pearly
Everlasting. Beautiful butterfly commonly seen mid-May

from Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada is studying bees,
and grad students are looking at pond insects and Dog-

onwards. Its host plant is Pearly Everlasting, which we sell

strangling Vine — an important reminder that the FWG

at the Plant Sale. Makes a lovely, sunny groundcover!

is a unique space for studying nature in an urban
context.

The new shed! D LePage

A caution to dog walkers: we have many new areas where planting is occurring, including open fields
where we are trying to introduce milkweed plants, so please keep your pets on the trails. (We should
remind you that, just like the Arboretum, the FWG is not an off-leash area, so if your dog is running
free you could be fined.) As always, no dogs, children or photographers in or on the shoreline of the
Amphibian Pond or the small pond located in the Backyard Garden (BYG). The Green Herons have been
back and enjoyed a feeding frenzy in the Amphibian Pond. Always fun to see who is visiting!
We’ve just bought a new picnic table for the BYG and hope to have it painted soon. The old one was
deemed un-sturdy and a hazard. Gord Belyea is also kindly refinishing

Contact Us!
FLETCHER WILDLIFE GARDEN
Box 35069 Westgate PO
Ottawa ON
K1Z 1A2
Tel 613 234-6767
fletcher@ofnc.ca

our ornamental benches. So many projects, so little time!
There are multiple weed bees this summer, so be sure to mark your
calendar and tell your friends to come out and lend a hand for a
good cause, great exercise and fresh air! Check the events page
inside for exact dates and times.
From now on, the newsletter will appear every two months. We have
a new blog (details inside), which is an excellent way to find out
what is going on at the garden between times!
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Shelter from the Rain
text and photos by C Hanrahan
Just like us, wildlife usually seek shelter from a storm,
but when and where they do it, or even if they seek
cover, differs depending on species — and on the
severity of the rain. Warm days and light rain cause
little interference in the daily rounds of wildlife, but
heavy rains, especially when coupled with cool
weather and/or strong winds, can cause many to hide
away.
Mammals may sit out the rain, as the eastern grey
squirrel often does with its tail curled over to form an
umbrella. Or they may sit in their burrows, dens,
cavities or under rocky outcrops, until the rain ends.
Eastern Grey Squirrel in the rain

Bigger mammals, deer and bear for example, appear

much less affected by downpours, carrying on with whatever they were doing.
Birds, too, are not particularly disturbed by showers, especially on warm days and, in fact, you’ll
probably notice that they sing for longer periods when days are overcast, whether it’s raining or
not. But even torrential rains will not cause nesting birds to find shelter, for they must protect
their eggs or young at all costs; so while the adults get drenched, the young are dry. Outside
nesting season, copious rainfall may send them to shelter, huddling against the trunk of tree or
under branches, sometimes in cavities if they are by nature cavity users. Waterfowl and other
waterbirds are far more oblivious to pouring rain, but
even they, if the weather is really nasty, will huddle
together.
It is the insects who really need to find shelter from
rain, for sometimes a single raindrop may kill. I read
somewhere that a study on mosquitoes and rainfall
found that mosquitoes would “ride” a raindrop down,
managing to get off at the last moment, before the
drop crashed into the ground. It was a way of avoiding
being smashed by the rain, I think. This indicates how
fragile many of the smallest insects are — a few
raindrops could be fatal. Of course, once again it
depends on the insects, their size, and their habits.
During warm light showers, it is not uncommon to find
some insect activity: bumblebees visiting flowers, a few
butterflies still flying, flies zipping from plant to plant,

Bumblebee taking a rain break beneath a

beetles beetling around, and so on. But because insects New England Aster leaf.
(Continued on page 3)
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usually need more clement conditions to function
well, most hide until the weather dries out. Hiding
under leaves is common for many, so turning over
leaves on vegetation will often reveal a wide variety
of insects from caterpillars, to moths, to beetles, flies,
bees, bugs, and others.
At this time of year (mid-June), plants such as
common mullein with large thick leaves that grow
vertically upward in layers, provide lots of dry spots
for insects who’ll climb right down the inner leaf to
find the driest spot. Leafy shelters made by various
caterpillar species give them shelter. Milkweed
flowers are dense enough to give good cover.
A lot of butterflies, especially the small grass
skippers, will cling to grass stems, usually close to
the ground. However, heavy rain is fatal to many
Red Admiral butterfly caterpillar sheltering.

small butterflies and you’ll notice after a particularly
heavy downpour, especially if it goes on for days,

butterfly numbers are greatly reduced afterward. They simply can’t withstand the heavy
raindrops. Some butterflies will seek shelter under eaves of buildings, in dense foliage of trees (I
saw a red admiral butterfly crawl deep into a spruce tree to escape heavy rain), or against the
stems of plants. Other insects, including many beetles, will hide under rocks, under leaf litter, on
the ground under large plants.
Bumblebees often seem suckers for punishment, and
though I frequently find them hiding, they also
bumble around in the rain, or cling wetly to flowers
and other vegetation in the open.
Many of the places that insects seek shelter from the
rain also give protection from predators. Thus, even
on sunny days, when threatened, many will retreat to
these locations.
This is the briefest of overviews of what wildlife, in
particular insects, will do to survive rainy weather. It
is both this simple and much more complex. Perhaps
you will be impelled to discover for yourselves what
wildlife does on the next rainy day.

Asian Ladybeetle taking shelter.
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Plant Sale Update
photo by D Hobden

The sale went wonderfully well considering the soggy weather and competing events. Thank you
so much to everyone who came out to help support not only our fundraising efforts, but also the
pollinators in our area! We were really happy to meet new faces and network with other Monarch
waystation owners.
Traffic was steady, and this year we had many more large plants for sale, which made a big
difference to our bottom line and customer satisfaction. We’re happy to sell larger plants as we
too understand how eager one can be to fill up a garden with pollinator delicacies.
Volunteers were troopers, standing out in the rain to answer questions or help trundle plants out
to vehicles. So, a big thank you to all our sale day volunteers as well!
This year we managed to raise over $4000, which is a record for the weather. The money will be
used to support various projects around the FWG, including buying some basking rocks for the
Butterfly Meadow.
If you are still interested in buying plants, please email us at fletcher@ofnc.ca. Our current
inventory is online (http://fletcherwildlifegarden.wordpress.com/2012/06/10/still-looking-fornative-plants-for-your-garden-updated-sale-list-here/) and we prefer that you come Friday
mornings or Sunday afternoon if at all possible, as that is when we are around to help you. If not,
we’ll try to work something out. We don’t update our inventory frequently, but this one is a good
reflection of what we still have available.
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Mid-season update on Old Woodlot, 2012
text by S Garland, photo D Lepage
Spring is the best season for our ash woodlot as our
local spring ephemerals shine and invasive species have
not yet appeared. In April, Red and White Trilliums,
Wild Ginger and many Bloodroots filled the woods with
subtle splashes of colour. Elderberry shrubs bloomed
next, along with Mayapple, Toothwort, Jack-in-thepulpit, violets and Baneberry.
But then along came the invasives. I filled 4 very large
garbage bags with garlic mustard, which seems to
spring up in unexpected new places just when I think
we’ve removed all of it. Motherwort (Leonurus
cardiaca) is becoming a problem as well. This is a non-

One of the few butterflies found in our woods,
several Tiger Swallowtails were seen this spring. One

native species belonging to the mint family. Its mauve

of their larval foods is ash, so hopefully they were

flowers are attractive, but don’t touch as the stems are

laying eggs.

prickly. I usually remove these plants when I am putting in native species, but I haven’t made a
concerted effort to get rid of it. This may have to change, as it’s suddenly multiplying all over the
woods.
I’ve been planting Sugar Maples, donated by Iola Price, in the southeast part of the woods. An
ash tree in that area fell down last year, allowing more light in. Most of the maples are doing well.
I added some Bottlebrush Grass and a couple of sedges in the same area.
I would like to get rid of the Norway Maples, which were inadvertently introduced as seeds that
came along with the bags of leaves we spread in the woods many years ago in an attempt to
build up an organic soil layer. As a start, I’ve “ringed” (i.e., cut through the bark layer) of five
Norway Maples using a hatchet. I’ve marked the trees and will monitor their expected decline.
On the south side of the woods where I planted brambles (blackberries), a stand of goldenrod has
grown up next to it. Dog-strangling Vine (DSV) is sparse in this area, so it’s easy to pull up the
small amount growing around the edges and near the split-rail fence marking the entrance to the
woods.
At the east end of the south edge of the woods, it’s another story, with DSV plants thick and
twining. While weeding there, I discovered a large Red Osier Dogwood shrub “buried” under the
vines. As I pulled DSV, I found Rough Goldenrod barely surviving under the mass. Lots of Garlic
Mustard and DSV seedlings carpeted the ground, so I piled the pulled plants on top of them,
effectively killing the seedlings with adult plants.
Finally, Lis Allison, Joan Darby and Dan Faber have been working hard on the Bill Cody Fern Trail
through the west part of the woods. Lis and Dan have both donated many species of ferns and
woodland wildflowers, as well as many hours of labour to get them established. The trail is
dedicated to Bill Cody, who was a great supporter of the FWG. We miss his merry greetings as he
dropped off our mail and his advice on ferns, one of his special interests.

PAGE

6

Mid-season update on the Butterfly Meadow, 2012
text by D Lepage
We started working in the Butterfly Meadow
on May 2. Registering with Volunteer Ottawa
appears to be paying off, as 10 volunteers
showed up the first week — most of them for
the first time. They are all good workers and
we accomplished a lot. The following week, I
planted donated plants and we managed to
do a bit of soil sifting (to remove Dogstrangling Vine roots), but had to stop after
only half an hour when it began to rain.
On May 16, clear skies and pleasant
temperatures brought out 11 enthusiastic
A healthy Monarch Butterfly caterpillar - the second spotted
thus far at FWG! Photo: C Hanrahan

volunteers. We continued digging and sifting.
Some volunteers worked on preparing the
planned wet area. Pond liner was put into

position and anchored with a few rocks. Three volunteers covered the rototilled section near the
fence in the north part of the meadow with a tarp and landscape cloth to keep weeds from
growing and to make it easier to sift and plant later.
Over the next couple of weeks many volunteers focused on getting the model Monarch
Waystation area ready, and on Friday, June 1, a team of eight enthusiastic workers from
PricewaterhouseCoopers arrived for a conservation day along with nine FWG volunteers to plant.
We helped unload 2,000 plants — grown and delivered by Budd Gardens — then finished digging,
sifting and started planting. Despite the light rain after lunch, 12 volunteers continued to work
and finished 85% of the model waystation by the end of the day. The following Wednesday
evening, the regular volunteer group finished planting and fenced off the whole area to keep
small mammals from eating the new seedlings.
June proved to be a very productive time. The Wednesday group continued preparing other parts
of the meadow for a planting bee on June 16, when a second shipment of plants was delivered by
Budd Gardens. That Saturday was warm and sunny and 20 volunteers came out to help. About
half the 1,500 plants were planted and watered in two main locations: just north of the birch
grove and near the split-rail fence in the northernmost part of the meadow.
On June 20, the temperature soared to 42ºC with humidity. It was hot! Normally I cancel work
under these conditions, but the trays of plants were also suffering and getting them into the
ground was urgent. Nine dedicated volunteers, alternating between sun and shade, managed to
plant a large number of plants. Luckily, the soil near the split-rail fence is much easier to work as
it contains less clay than other parts of the meadow.
(Continued on page 7)
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PWC and FWG volunteers working together on the model waystation. Photo: D Lepage

Unfortunately, vandals emptied our water tank twice that week when we desperately needed
water for the plants. Volunteers were forced to carry water from the pond, which is 100 metres
away and down a fairly steep hill. If anyone knows anything about the vandalism, please let us
know. And if you hear water running, please close the valves.
I would like to thank all the volunteers who contributed to the Butterfly Meadow and helped
bring this project closer to completion. The wildlife will surely benefit, not to mention the nature
lovers who visit the
garden, and this is
what the Fletcher
Wildlife Garden is all
about.

Sifting soil for DSV
roots. Photo: D Hobden
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Planting in the Ravine
text by S Garland

A grant from the Evergreen Foundation / Microsoft enabled us to buy some really big trees and
shrubs to plant in the ravine, an area that was recently cleared of invasive trees in patches
leaving denuded open space. Hopefully, the trees will survive not only the summer heat, but also
critters chewing on them! As part of the grant, employees from Microsoft Ottawa came out for a
half day to help plant with our own FWG volunteers. The weather was hot and the work very
hard, but we are happy so many plants made it into the ground — especially with those wonderful
late May and early June rains!
Above: Planting 12 gallon Nannyberry
on a clay slope - fun! // Left: Brian
gives a tree planting demo.
Photos: D Hobden
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Before and After - Hopefully, next year the impact will be instantly noticeable. These are Common Elderberry. When
we tried planting smaller ones the rabbits would eat them before they could establish. Under the black plastic is an
Amur Maple or buckthorn stump. This is one technique we try to make re-sprouting more difficult.
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Mid-season update for the TISG, 2012
text by B Cottam
The Tuesday Invasive Species Group (TISG)
started its second season on May 1 and, as of
June 27, has been going for 9 weeks. That
number is a bit deceptive, as we’ve had three
cancellations owing to the weather. However,
we’ve also got three new volunteers and several
of us work on additional days, usually Friday and
Saturday mornings, so work is progressing
reasonably well.
We began the season cleaning up around the
entrance off Prince of Wales Drive, piling up a
Volunteer Geoff cleared this area - come on out and you

huge stack of dead Dog-strangling Vine (DSV).

can clear one, too! Before and after.

The area looked tidy for a while, but the DSV has
come roaring back. No surprise there — one of
the gritty realities about fighting this impressively
effective plant is its resilience and capacity to
take advantage of any situation. Cutting, pulling,
mowing, all result in two things: removing a
growing plant and creating an opportunity for all
those seeds waiting in the ground to sprout. Of
course, the new plants have a long way to go to
reach the maturity of the plants removed.
This year we have been making a more
conscientious effort to avoid nesting areas and
any other known vulnerable sites. We are also

trying to leave behind more grasses that, hopefully, will be able to compete against the DSV. This
initially made planning difficult, but now the TISG is into a good rhythm, tackling the areas
around the Ash Woods. Essentially, we are starting out this year where we left off last year,
working our way east to west. The New Woods, parts of the Old Field, and the area south of the
pond are all prime nesting spots, so we are avoiding those for now. The Tree Swallows will be
moving on soon, so the area south of the pond will be our next big target.
Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada (AAFC) is no longer able to help out with disposal of DSV. As
well, we are concerned about using so many large, heavy-duty plastic garbage bags. In addition
to creating environmentally unfriendly waste, they are onerous to fill. Our new disposal strategy
is really a return to one used several years ago: to pile up the cut DSV in out-of-sight spots.
Since DSV grows virtually everywhere, we can pile the cuttings on top of uncut plants, achieving
two purposes at the same time.
Other invasives are on our target list. A botanist at the AAFC identified our comfrey as Common
(Continued on page 11)
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Comfrey (Symphytum officinale), so now research can be undertaken on how to deal with it. This is a
rapidly spreading plant that has several advantages over DSV: its large leaves help keep DSV at bay
and its copious purple flowers encourage pollinators. As a first measure against comfrey, we will
begin cutting it once flowering is over, a technique we will use on another spreading invasive, the
familiar burdock. Cutting after flower production doesn’t interfere with pollination, but does the most
damage to the plant.
DSV is self-pollinating; we’ve never seen a pollinator active on it. Interestingly, one of our new
volunteers noticed that this advantage can be used against it, for the DSV tends to wind around itself
more than other plants. This makes pulling it out of goldenrod patches, for example, much easier.
Last year, the TISG worked on into November, one of our last efforts being removal of the Asian
Bittersweet choking out a stand of White Birch at the south end of the Butterfly Meadow. The area is
now rife with DSV — of course! — and a difficult spot to work in. Removing buckthorn also has the
same effect, as increased light and soil disturbance both work to the advantage of DSV seeds lying in
wait in the ground.
The situation sounds futile on the face of it. But we believe the real futility is the feeling that nothing
constructive can be done. The TISG has removed and continues to remove tons of alien plant
material that would produce millions of seeds to add
to the seed bank. Our major goal is the depletion of
that bank, a process that will take years. That’s why,
in addition to the regular group, we provide a
number of other opportunities to come out and lend
a hand: our summer Sunday workbees are coming
up soon, on July 8 and 15, August 12 and September
9. Please come out and join us!
You are also very welcome to come join us Tuesday
mornings at 9AM for some excellent exercise, or as
we call it - greencersise!

WANTED: Items FWG Could Use!
3 and 4-inch SQUARE pots, or shrub-sized large pots.
6-inch SQUARE pots
The Butterfly Meadow needs attractive, light-shaded rocks 12” in diameter or a bit smaller to
build more basking areas for butterflies. Slightly rounded edges are best!
The Backyard Garden needs attractive river stones to put around the bird feeder - the area
where plants refuse to grow due to seed fall. Gravel-sized stones are best, since we don’t
want squirrels getting leverage and jumping up!
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Science Corner: Bee Bee-haviour
We all think of bees as
busy buzzy workaholics,
but do we stop to
consider that they might
be exhibiting type-A personalities?
Researchers at the University of Newcastle
studied Honeybees to determine whether
they displayed “cognitive bias.”1 Cognitive
bias is considered to be an evolved mental
behaviour, in which influences on judgement
can lead to irrational decisions. In this
instance, the bees were shaken, simulating a
predatory attack. With humans, negative
feelings are correlated with increased
pessimism, despite the lack of evidence to
support bad outcomes (an Eeyore Syndrome,

Likely an Osmia species (one of the Megachilids). It is in one of

if you will). The researchers found that

the bee boxes placed around the FWG by AAFC to study bees.

aggravated bees are more likely to treat
neutral stimuli as a threat than bees that had not been shaken. They concluded that bees, like
humans, demonstrate cognitive bias, which is associated with having emotions.
Another study2, at the University of Illinois, looked at thrill-seeking behaviour in Honeybees,
which is more commonly associated with vertebrates. Results showed that a Honeybee colony is
not simply a hive of interchangeable bees, but rather individual bees that differ in their desire to
perform different tasks. Compared with bees who hang out in the hive, those that scout new
homes or food had a different pattern of gene activity and molecular pathways that are
associated with novelty-seeking behaviour. Researchers found that giving bees extra doses of
glutamate and octapamine increased scouting behaviour, whereas blocking dopamine-signalling
decreased it. This shows that Honeybee brains work much like ours in terms of which chemicals
trigger thrill-seeking behaviour.

1. Bateson M, Desire S, Gartside SE and GA Wright. 2011. Agitated Honeybees exhibit pessimistic
cognitive biases. Current Biology, 21(12): 1070-1073.
2. Chandrasekaran S, Ament SA, Eddy JA, Rodriguez-Zas SL, Schatz BR, Price ND and GE
Robinson. 2011. Behaviour-specific changes in transcriptional modules lead to distinct and
predictable neurogenomic states. PNAS doi: 10.1073/pnas.1114093108 Online http://
www.pnas.org/content/108/44/18020
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The New FWG Blog!

Last issue, we announced our brand new blog, which will allow us to share information and photos
with you more easily. So far, we are getting “hits” (Internet-speak for page visits) from around the
world! Have you visited the blog yet to read the content? We try to publish two or three items a
week and, for the forgetful among us, there is a handy feature that will send you a notice every
time something is published (see smaller image, this page)! Don’t be left out; be in the vanguard so
you can claim that you read it FIRST!
Look for the “Follow” box at the
lower right-hand side of your
screen. Click on it to get this
larger box where you fill in your
information. Conversely, you can
scroll down to the very bottom of
any page and at the left-hand side
you will see a light grey button
that says “Follow”. Click on this to
accomplish the same thing!
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FWG FAQ - Asked by You!
FWG gets various emails submitted with questions, and if we can’t readily give an
answer we turn to our go-to experts.
~ Selected by Sandra Garland

A robin keeps throwing itself at one of my windows and I'm
concerned that it’s going to injure itself. Can anyone help me with a
solution?

Christine Hanrahan answers this one for us.
During mating season, most male birds defend their “turf,” and some highly
territorial species can even attack their own reflection, to the great distress of
homeowners. The bird sees its reflection in a window (usually a house window,
sometimes a car) and assumes that another male has muscled in on its territory. It will fly at the
interloper to drive it off, but, of course, as it is flying at itself, the apparent intruding bird comes
nearer rather than moving away. The bird will fly at the window full force again and again. So
great is the instinct to protect territory that it will peck and hit at the “intruder” for hours. Some
birds will continue to the point of injury or death.
The species usually observed doing this is the American robin, but, in our area, you’ll also find
cardinals, American goldfinches and even chipping sparrows doing it as well. Recently, I heard
about an American redstart (a small warbler) repeatedly attacking its reflection in the sideview
mirror of a car. In fact, just about any bird can show this behaviour, but, not surprisingly, birds
that nest near houses are the ones that most often attack themselves!
A window that appears small to us can loom large to a bird, so any size window can cause
problems, but big, clean, picture windows with a vast reflective expanse are the worst culprits.
The bird sees the intruder (itself) against a backdrop of (reflected) shrubs, trees, flowers, sky,
making it easy to understand why this
situation occurs.
The best remedy is to ensure that all
reflective surfaces are covered or
broken up in some way. Unfortunately,
pulling blinds down, hanging ribbons
or other objects inside, or putting
hawk decals outside are not terribly
effective — although better than
nothing — because the bird can still
see its reflection.
So, the solution is to cover the window
on the outside or hang something in
front of it to break up that reflection.
Yellow Warbler

(Continued on page 15)
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Covering an entire window may be a
drastic solution, but if the offending
window is in a room rarely used, this
would be the best solution. Long
streamers of ribbons hanging the length
of the window certainly help. If the
window is very wide, you’ll need several
bunches of streamers placed at
intervals. The slightest breeze sets them
moving and not only causes any bird,
even a highly agitated one, to think
twice about approaching, but also
breaks up that clear reflection. Of
course, one has to keep an eye out for
the bird “discovering” another intruder
in another window.
If it’s a patio door causing the problem
(and it often is), moving outside
furniture against it or putting a large
planter in front, can help. But definitely

Common Yellowthroat

try adding moving objects, such as long
streamers or a couple of windsocks (hung low) as well. Some people suggest soaping the windows
or adding cling film for the duration of breeding season.
If the problem is with your car windows or mirrors, try tying plastic bags over sideview mirrors or
draping towels over the windows when it’s parked.
Then there are birds that just won’t give up. Occasionally, we hear of a bird that continues to fling
itself at a window even after it’s been covered, because it has become so accustomed to doing so
that it carries on regardless. Fortunately, this is fairly rare.
The best thing to do is to try and prevent this before it happens. If you notice any sort of territorial
behaviour around your house and car windows early in the breeding season, take steps to hide the
reflective surfaces as suggested. As a bonus,
these same steps can prevent accidental bird
collisions with windows — another problem for
another article.
If you have any experience with birds
attacking their own reflection or colliding with
your windows, we’d love to hear from you —
what works and what doesn’t?
Grey Catbird
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FWG Event Space
Get ready, get set and mark your calendars!
It is going to be a busy year at FWG, with work bees, events and reminders of the annual Native Plant Sale. This
new space will highlight FWG events for the entire season - so check back each month for additions and date
confirmations (our website will always be the most current source.) Visit the OFNC and Friends of the Farm
webpages for information on their great activities.

JULY
Sunday, July 8, 8:30 AM - 12:30 PM - WEEDING BEE. Meet at the Interpretative Centre.
Sunday, July 15, 8:30 AM - 12:30 PM - WEEDING BEE. Meet at the Interpretative Centre.

AUGUST
Sunday, August 12, 8:30 AM - 12:30 PM - WEEDING BEE. Meet at the Interpretative Centre.

UPCOMING
Sunday, September 9 - WEEDING BEE
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Links:
(FWG) - Check our website for more details if the newsletter isn’t enough!
(OFNC) - For OFNC events, visit www.ofnc.ca/events.php for information.
(FoF) - For FoF events, visit www.friendsofthefarm.ca/events.htm for information.
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Nature Note: Plant of the Month
This little tailed butterfly is in the Lycaenidae family, which includes our
familiar blues. This Banded Hairstreak (Satyrium calynus) is nectaring on
Common Milkweed. Late June is when we begin to see these hairstreaks
around the FWG (and elsewhere).
Common Milkweeds are an important source of nectar for many insect
species, as well as hummingbirds. At part of our Monarch Waystation
Project we are trying different approaches to increasing Common
Milkweed at the FWG, by spreading seed, transplanting at different times
of year and growing it from seed. We hope to find the most efficient and
effective way! Once established, milkweed will spread.
Photo: S Garland

Nature Notes: Bird of the Month
Although this was taken in the Arboretum today, this Black-crowned Night
Heron was in the stream that flows down through the ravine in the FWG
and into the Arboretum. Notice that this poor heron has very deformed
feet. He must have trouble landing on branches and anything not flat.
Perhaps that is why he didn't fly away as Christine came along.
Its foot deformity could have resulted from an injury by a snapping turtle,
or catching its foot in a fishing line, or it could be something that happened
while it was still in the nest. Fortunately, the bird seemed to be able to
cope well.

Nature Notes: Bug of the Month
Barry Cottam photographed this tiny green spittle bug nymph by
holding it on his palm. Sometimes called froghoppers, these are the
creatures that inhabit those foamy balls we find so abundantly on all
sorts of vegetation. This may be the nymph of a Meadow Spittlebug, but
there are so many species, it is difficult to say for sure. .

All Nature Notes photos and text by Christine Hanrahan unless otherwise stated— see more on our
PHOTOBLOG: www.pbase.com/fwg!

